
After  many  years  of  service  in  the  same  cyberspace
neighborhood, the Desert Stars website has moved into its new
home at  www.desertstars.mbca.org.  As many members have
noticed,  our  former  site  www.desertstars.org  has  not  been
updated  in  recent  months  to  facilitate  the  relocation  and
transfer of our archives, but
that  has been substantially
completed  now  and  all
that’s left is to wait for bulk
pickup of  the empty boxes
and packing material for all
those bits and bytes.

The first thing you’ll notice
about the new site is that it
is  based  on  the  MBCA’s
national  website,  with
consistent  look  and  menu
structure  to  MBCA’s
website.  The  advantage  of
the consistent look and feel
will become obvious as you
navigate  through  the
national  website  and  the
other  sections  that  have
also  moved  to  the  national  site,  such  as  San Diego,  Sierra
Nevada, Portland, New Mexico and others.

Desert  Stars  newsletters,  from the  most  current  issue and
going back to December 2002 are already on “the shelves” in
Adobe PDF format, ready to be downloaded. Additionally, the
website will be updated more frequently and will have the most
current  schedule  of  events  schedule,  including  our  annual
gatherings like the rallyes, business meeting, holiday party, the

popular  monthly  Star  Nights  2.0  and  special  driving  events
being planned throughout the year.

In addition to Desert Stars events, the events of nearby MBCA
sections will also be visible to check out and consider, should
your travel plans or wanderlust lead you out of the Valley. For

mobile  device  users,  the
MBCA also has free “apps”
for Apple iOS and Android
devices that will show local
and national events.

We  plan  to  have  more
pictures  on  the  website
than is practical to print in
the  newsletter,  along  with
event reports that are more
timely  than  the  newsletter
printing  schedule  allows.
There are links to MBCA’s
technical forums to ask or
answer  questions  about
your  Mercedes,  contact
information  for  local  and
national  MBCA
representatives  and

information  about  the  local  businesses  and  vendors  that
sponsor our club.

So, on you next trip down the information superhighway, stop
by our new home, bookmark us for return visits and we hope to
see you soon and,  as always,  welcome your comments and
suggestions  on  how  we  can  make  it  a  better  site  for  our
members.

Mark Ichiyama

Desert Stars Website Has Changed Its Address

Annual Business Meeting
Join us for the Desert Stars 2013 Annual

Meeting and luncheon, Sunday May 19th,
2013  at  the  Phoenix  City  Grille.   The
official  event  starts  at  Noon,  however
please  join  us  in  the  lovely  bar  area
starting  at  11a.m.  to  mingle  with  your
fellow members.

The business portion of  this  event  is  brief  and consists  of
Board and Officer elections. The slate of candidates is found
on page 3

Phoenix City Grille is located at 5816 North 16th St., Phoenix
(602)  266-3001,  just  south  of  E.  Bethany  Home  Road.
Phoenix City Grille,  popular for its take on American cuisine,
was recently spotlighted on “Check Please” on PBS

The menu is being created for us by Owner Sheldon Knaap
and  Executive  Chef Rory  Hewitt.   Some  of  the  choices

include,  white  wine  cream  and  garlic
sauced penne paste with grilled chicken
breast,  grilled  tilapia  with  locally  grown
seasoned vegetables and steamed rice,
and their grilled Angus burger.  The cost
is $32 per person, which will include an
entrée,  desert,  non-alcoholic  beverage,

tax and gratuity.
The registration form is located on page 6.  For questions or

credit card payments please call Debbie Ichiyama at 480-268-
9535.  Please RSVP by May 10, 2013.

Looking forward to seeing you at the meeting!

Dee Cloninger
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Welcome New Members

It’s  that  time of  year  again  for  our  annual  Business Meeting and
elections. It seems that time flies when you are having fun. I try to
attend most events, but it’s becoming harder. John and Roberta Phin,
our Activities Directors, are planning events almost faster than I can
attend! Take a look through this newsletter and you will find plenty of
future activities to choose from. Also they are always looking for fun
things to do, so if anyone has an idea for an event or just something
you’re interested in, please contact them. Who knows, you might have
a bunch of really cool people show up at your favorite spot, and have

a good time! Also be sure to visit our Facebook site for the latest up-to date information on our
events.  I  just  barely returned home from Defensive Driving to find that  Matt  Crawford had
already posted photos on our Desert Stars page. Now that’s Fast! So whether you attend an
event in person, or online: get involved. This is your Mercedes-Benz Club.

I hope to see you at an event or Star Night soon.

Bud Cloninger, President
Desert Stars Section

Car enthusiasts love racing events!!  Well how about horse racing for a change of pace?
How long have you lived here and always been meaning to check out the Turf Paradise, a local
Phoenix landmark?  Well, you do not need to know about “the horses” or be a proficient
gambler to enjoy an afternoon with friends at the Clubhouse at Turf Paradise.

 The Clubhouse is a casual dining room located on the 2nd level of the property.  The  fee is
$5 per person, but the room has breathtaking views of the track with a mountainous backdrop
and very comfortable and spacious accommodations from which to enjoy the view and see all
the racing action.  The Clubhouse offers tiered seating in tables of 4 guests with personal
monitors at each table.  Casual Attire suggested.  The Clubhouse menu offers wonderful
entrée salads, sandwiches, as well as several entrees and even a few breakfast items to get
your day off to a winning start.  Entrée prices range from $7.95 - $10.95 with a full service bar.
The track is located 18 miles north of Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport; 14 miles
northwest of downtown Phoenix; approximately 9 miles east of Sun City; a short drive from
Scottsdale and the East Valley region.  It is located at 1501 W. Bell Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85023.
We will meet there on Saturday, March 23, at 12 Noon. Racing starts at 1 PM, so be there at
noon to get the best seats and be ready to watch the event!!  RSVPs must be received by John
Phin by March 14, 2013 at jgphin@cox.net or 480-272-8851.  Do not call Turf Paradise directly
to make a reservation for this event as John is handling arrangements for the Club.

New members are encouraged to attend these events.  Attendees are responsible for their
food, drinks and the portion of the gratuity assessed by the establishment.  Due to seating
arrangements events are limited and members must RSVP to John Phin at 480-272-8851.  As
always, let us know about your favorite restaurant.  Email your idea to John Phin at
jgphin@cox.net.  Restaurants must be able to accommodate at least 20 people preferably
in a separate space.  We want to continue to enjoy great places all over the valley.

John and Roberta Phin

Star Night 2.0

Sunday, April 14  th  , beginning at 6pm  
Join Desert Stars for dinner at MSK, a.k.a.  Market Street Kitchen at DC Ranch, Scottsdale, on Sunday, April 14th at 6:00PM.

MSK is the latest venture of Robert McGrath, well known for his Roaring Fork and Renegade Canteen restaurants.  McGrath is
one of the Valley’s leading chef-owners.  The menu and wine list is extraordinary and the facility is comfortable for both indoor and
outdoor parties.  As usual, RSVP to the Phins at 480-272-8851 or jgphin@cox.net by April 7th and we will notify the restaurant of
our party so that they can make accommodations.  Do not call the restaurant directly. You will order off the menu and separate
checks will be utilized.

Current members make sure you update your
mailing & email addresses. Contact Debbie

Ichiyama for assistance at dichiyama@me.com.



Rich Schulte
Robert Schmelzer



All over the country, Cars and Coffee gatherings have attracted car lovers with the promise of early morning caffeine, the smell
of unburnt fuel and the sights and sounds of fabulous exotic, collector, classic and custom automobiles. Unlike the annual auctions
here in the Valley or the classic car events at Pebble Beach or Amelia Island, these early morning Cars and Coffee gatherings are
distinctly relaxed and unstructured. It’s not uncommon for a split window VW Beetle to be parked next to an AMG SLS Gullwing or
a Trans Am prepared Boss 302 Mustang. There’s no admission fee, no registration, no reservations, just find a parking spot and
be prepared to join hundreds of people to look at and chat about cars.

In Scottsdale, there are two monthly gatherings at which to be tempted and awe struck. On the first Saturday of the month, the
Shops at Gainey Village, North Scottsdale Road, between Indian Bend and Doubletree Ranch Road. On the third Saturday of the
month, there’s another gathering further north on Scottsdale Road at the Penske Racing Museum, 7125 E Chauncey Lane.

Both events hosts a wide range of privately owned vehicles, mostly imports like late-model Ferraris, Lamborghinis, Mercedes,
Porsches, BMW, Corvettes, Shelby Cobras, even a McLaren
or  two  have  been  known  to  show  up.  Classic  English
roadsters, America hot rods, motorcycles and the latest in
electric powered cars are also part of the mix.

Members of the Desert Stars are regular participants at
these events, and you will typically find a lineup of Mercedes
coupes,  sedans and convertibles proudly representing the
marque and club. Whether you’re interested in showing off
your “baby” or just want to be surrounded by enthusiasts of
all types, learn about different cars from actual owners, or
want  to  incorporate  an  morning  walk  into  your  weekend
schedule, come join us. 

Mark Ichiyama

You’re welcome to join fellow Mercedes drivers on a two day tour of Arizona along with other drivers of British / European cars.
The B.E.A.T. (British Euro Auto Tour) will gather drivers for the 16th. year of this event. An international group will start in Phoenix,
receive their goody bags and rally book and head for the first stop, Wickenburg, on our way to an overnight stay in Flagstaff. From
Wickenburg through Skull Valley to our lunch / shopping stop on “Whiskey Row” in Prescott. With “Whiskey Row” reserved for our
tour, your reserved parking space is waiting for you. After shopping and lunch our tour drives through Jerome and Sedona,
through Oak Creek Canyon for our final stop at Little America where afternoon appetizers are waiting and individual photos will be
taken of drivers & cars. Sunday morning arrives and a group breakfast is ready with raffle prizes and your picture from the
previous night is ready to go into your picture frame from the goody bag. On the 2012 tour the Desert Star Club was represented
by 12 Mercedes and additional members driving other marques. Registration will be available in early February for the April 20-21
tour date. Please visit www.beataz.com for more information and pictures / videos.

Mike & Janice Goodwin, Tour Managers

’68 Jaguar E Type

Cars & Coffee
March 2013 The StarDust Page 4

British European Auto Tour
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xSmall scratches to significant collision damage

xBumper repair (Scratches, scuffs, dents, etc)

xKey scratches, side mirror damage, tail light replacement

xMechanical repairs (Suspension, A/C work, cooling system repairs)

x�Paintless dent repair (Hail, door dings, etc)

xWindow tint

xClear bras

x�Smoked tail lights

x�Windshield repair and replacement

x�Professional automotive detailing

xWheel repair and chrome plating

xLease return repairs (Save thousands before your end of lease inspection)
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Annual Business Meeting
Sunday, May 19, 2013

Contact Information:

Name(s):      Number Attending:

Address:  
 

City:      State/Prov.:      Zip:  

Email Address:       Phone No.:  
The cost is $32 per person.  For questions and  additional information, contact Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535.

Make your check payable to: MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama, 6502 E.
Evans Dr. Scottsdale, AZ 85254

For those that wish to make an easy Credit Card payment please call Debbie  at (480) 268-9535 or Matt at (305) 323-7696

Registration Form

Auction Car Highlights
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Another great Defensive Driving Clinic was held at Octane Raceway in Phoenix with a group of Desert Stars and two members
from the South Bay section in California. At the start of the Defensive Driving event, members gathered for a brief drivers meeting
before walking the driving course to familiarize themselves with the many maneuvers they were about to make. Because we
encourage people to bring the car that are most likely to drive daily, a diverse selection of cars were present. Everything from
standard shift  pick-up  trucks  to  the  latest  AMG SLS Gullwing.  I  really  enjoyed seeing  the  younger  people  present  to  take
advantage of this instruction. Member Rick Stacio was accompanied by his two grand daughters, who were eager to sharpen their
driving skills. Nineteen year old Alex was attending her third Defensive Driving course, and her younger sister, sixteen year old
Cassie was attending her first. With a large smile on her face Cassie exclaimed, “I can’t believe Grandpa is letting me drive his
new Mercedes!”

As usual most started off slowly, but as the morning progressed drivers became more confident and accurate. After a few hours
of in-car instruction, most members felt they were ready for a little competition. After a great lunch, all the drivers returned to the
parking lot where instructor Walt Anderson had laid out an Autocross course. Following a few runs with instructors, most were out
tackling the course with ease. Then, as usual, someone brings out a smart phone and starts timing people! All the drivers that
were slow and deliberate during Defensive Driving suddenly became aware of their time on the course and tried to better it on
every run! This year, as in the past, was just a whole bunch of fun! Below I have listed some notable statistics from this year’s
event.

Bud Cloninger

The cool late-January temperatures may have affected attendance at the Barrett-Jackson, RM, and Gooding’s auctions, but
they did nothing to dampen the spirits of Desert Stars. January 19th found members from several MBCA sections meeting for
dinner following the Saturday auction festivities. The Wildfish Seafood Grille provided the intimate setting to escape the crowds
and enjoy a casual dinner with fellow auction goers. Discussion of the effect of the economy on auction prices or the upcoming
sale of a stunning favorite Mercedes-Benz was heard among friends.

Toddy Levy from Fisker Motors was our guest speaker. He did a walk-around tour of the sleek new Fisker Karma, pointing out
its innovative features and explaining the difference between hybrid cars, which have both gas and electric motors that share the
powering of the car, and pure electric cars like the Fisker, which use a small gas engine only to drive generators that power
electric wheel motors.

The Auction Weekend Dinner, now in its fifth year, has become a favorite gathering so we’ll surely do it again in 2014. Plan to
join the fun next January, especially if you’re visiting the Scottsdale auctions from another MBCA Section.

Chuck Stanford, Jr.

Defensive Driving 2013 

Auction Dinner Enjoys Bidder's Success

Fastest time of the day Instructor Walt Anderson SL500 38.8 seconds

Fastest participant Gary Dyer SLS Gullwing 39.0 (almost!)

Most cones knocked down Matt Crawford CLK 320 Instructor J

Most improved time Adriel Rowley 300TDT 1.17.7 to 59.9 seconds

Zero cones knocked over Rebecca Crawford SLK280 52.2 seconds
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Don't miss an issue of the   Star   or   StarDust.  
Keep  your  mailing  address  current  with  MBCA's  Nation  Business  Office.   You  can  change  your  address  online  at

http://www.mbca.org, by phone at (800) 637-2360 or mail your address change to:
MBCA
1907 Lelaray Street
Colorado Springs, CO 80909
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2013 Scottsdale Auction Week Review

The 2013 Scottsdale Auction Week was a study in contrasting
philosophies,  in  which  both  “Less  is  More”  (for  some  auction
houses) and “More is More” (for Mercedes-Benz fans) held court,
with 76 M-Bs sold, 20 more than last year.  In the end, everything
came up … strawberry? (more on that later).

From the auction house perspective, the five major collector auto
auctions in the third week of January constitute “Scottsdale Auction
Week”,  one  of  the  top  weeks  on  the  circuit  along  with  March’s
Amelia Island and August’s Monterey events.  Over $225 million
was spent on almost 1,900 vehicles during the six days of auctions
overall.  While the dollars were up 25%, the number of cars sold
was down from last year,  which implies the quality (and cost)  of
cars available is on the rise (again).  A breakdown, by auction:

Barrett-Jackson,  now in  its  42nd  year,  is  the  originator  of  the
Scottsdale Auction week, and is by far the largest, with over 1,400
vehicles available and over 30 hours of live coverage on the Speed
TV Network from its expanded WestWorld location.  Over 300,000
attended  the  week-long  event,  with  over  $108  million  in  sales

realized.
This  year
Barrett-
Jackson
had  35
Mercedes-
Benz
vehicles
available,
and  the
crown jewel
(aside  from

the original  Batmobile)  was Clark Gable’s 1955 300 SL Gullwing
(W198)  which sold  for  $2,035,000 –  a record for  a steel-bodied
Gullwing.   Barrett-Jackson  expanded  their  Salon  Collection  for
Saturday  night  primetime,  which  featured  two  other  Mercedes
models.  A glorious 1914 Mercedes 28/60 Open Front Town Car
(available with both the 1914 Open Tourer body and 1917 factory
Town Car coachwork) sold for $962,000.  A more recent classic, a
2007 Stirling Moss/Mille Miglia “722” Edition of the SLR McClaren,
sold for $440,000.

Bonhams’ sophomore campaign at the Westin Kierland offered
112 vehicles (and vast collections of automobilia) during their one-
day auction, up from 68 vehicles last year. Sales rates increased as
well, up to 82% from 64% in 2012, totaling $13.4 million. Of the six
Mercedes-Benz cars, a beautiful burgundy 1938 540K Cabriolet A
(W24 with Sindelfingen body) was the prize of  the show,  selling
privately  post-auction  for  $1.3  million.   A 1955 300 SL Gullwing

(W198)  in
strawberry with
cream  interior
sold for $896k.
At  the  other
end  of  the
spectrum,  a
bargain 300 SL
(R129)
managed
$7,475.

Gooding  &  Co.  again  held  court  at  the  Scottsdale  Fashion
Square  with  104 high-end collector  vehicles  available.   Gooding
managed a 97% sell-through rate, totaling over $52 million – up
31% from last year.  Most telling was the sale of seven cars over $2
million  apiece.   14  Mercedes-Benz  vehicles  were  available,
highlighted by a navy 1935 500 K Cabriolet A (W29) for $2.7 million
and a rare navy/red 1957 300 SL Roadster (W198) that achieved
$1.54 million – a record for a 300 SL Roadster.  This example was

one of  25 (of  over  1800 manufactured) that  left  the  factory  with
Rudge wheels.  Also sold was a 1971 220 D8L Limousine (W115) in
navy, with the capability to transport up to eight for $59k, though
probably not very quickly.

RM Auctions, while not in Scottsdale, hosted their auction at the
Arizona Biltmore, not quite four month since our own StarFest 2012
was  held  there.  RM  changed  formats  this  year,  offering  only  a
single-day of bidding, a reduction of vehicles (from 118 to 104), and
positioned the sale in the ballroom in the “European Salon Style”
with no auction block or cars on stage.  The results? Sales were up
42% to $36.4 million, with a 90% sell-through rate.  Six Mercedes-
Benz vehicles were available, including a pair of red W198 300 SLs
– a 1956 Gullwing ($847,000) and a 1963 Roadster ($836,000). But
the  high  seller  was  a  300  Sc  Cabriolet  (W188)  for  $990,000.
Another  strawberry  and  cream interior  vehicle,  this  time a  1958
190SL Roadster (W121) sold for $129,250.  This particular 190 SL
had been restored five years ago by StarFest 2012 Concours guest
speaker Wayne Carini, and the sale was the second-highest result
for 190SL.

Russo & Steele, at the Loop 101 and Scottsdale Road, typically
offers a more diverse collection, with some European classics plus
plenty of muscle cars, with show cars and tributes and 4x4s thrown
in. While R&S announced two new auctions (Newport Beach and
Las Vegas),  sales for  Scottsdale were down from last  year,  with
$17.5 million in sales and a 64% sell-through rate of more than 700
cars.   Ten  Mercedes-Benz  vehicles  were  available,  with  a  1958
Light  Blue  300  SL  Roadster  (W198)  the  highlight,  selling  for
$727,100.   Several  bargains were had,  with  a $3,850 1980 450
SLC (C107), and a 1993 600 SL (R129) selling for less than $10k.
The  scratch-my-
head-in-
puzzlement
lowlight  was  a
1937  540  K
(W24)  custom,
with  a  V-10
Dodge  Viper
engine, Corvette
suspension  and
Saab  interior.  It
did not reach the
seller’s reserve.

Trends and Observations:
The high-end surprise this year was the appearance of (W188)

300 Sc Cabriolets for the first time in three years. This year two
cabriolets  were  available,  with  the  above-mentioned $990k navy
one at RM, plus a “needs-chrome restoration but still  doubled its
$400k estimate” light blue model at Gooding that sold for $825k.  A
stellar red/tan model sold for merely $240k in 2010.

W111  Cabriolets  (especially  the  3.5  version)  are  now fetching
between $150-220k, with “standard” versions still in the $75-100k
range  at  auction.  Meanwhile,  the  beautiful  Ponton  Cabriolets
(W180) that preceded them are practically a bargain in the $100-
150k  range,  with  both  Gooding  and  Bonhams  selling  great
examples.

“Pagoda”  SLs  (W113)  suddenly  seem  reasonable  in  price  by
comparison,  but  likely  their  rate  of  appreciation  has  slowed  in
comparison to the aforementioned models.  Ten were available this
year,  and  while  some  pristine  examples  went  for  large  figures
($110k for a brown 1970 280 SL at Gooding, $93k for a white 1969
280 SL at RM), six went for less than $50k, with three right at $40k
(not including buyer’s premium).

Andrew Flynn



Keep  your  address  updated  with
the MBCA National  Business  Office  at

(800) 637-2360, or
HTU  http://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm  H
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Don't Miss Out On All Our Star
Nights!  Be Sure To Mark Your

Calendars!

Save These Dates:
Family Picnic McCormick RR Park Sunday, March 10, 2013
StarNight 2.0 Turf Paradise Saturday, March 23, 2013
StarNight 2.0 “Market Street Kitchen Sunday, April 14, 2013
The British European Auto Tour Weekend of April 20-21, 2013
Desert Stars Annual Meeting Sunday, May 19, 2013
Sedona Wine Tasting Weekend of Jun 7-9, 2013
StarNight 2.0 – Family Bowling Outing Saturday, August 10, 2013
San Diego Fleet Week Coronado Speed Festival Weekend of September 20-22
Havasupai Rally Weekend October – Date TBD

Visit our section website at
HTU  http://www.desertstars.mbca.org  


