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MBZ Tech Session
Saturday, November 9 at 10 AM
By Debbie Ichiyama & Karen Manser

Please join us November 9th at
10:00 AM for a tech session at
“MBZ Scottsdale Service” located
at 7279 E Adobe Dr. Suite 110,
Scottsdale, AZ 85255.

You may have seen their new ad in the latest edition of The StarDust. Several Desert Stars members have been using them with rave
reviews! MBZ Scottsdale Service is your dealership alternative for Mercedes-Benz repair and maintenance in the Scottsdale area. They
offer you dealer-level service at a price that is affordable. Their goal is to be the best independent Mercedes-Benz service & repair
shop in the valley. With over 70 years of combined Mercedes-Benz dealership experience and factory diagnostic equipment you can
trust them to service and repair your Mercedes-Benz right the first time! Their services include, but are not limited to Mercedes-Benz
scheduled maintenance, ‘A Service’, ‘B Service’, oil changes, transmission repair, brake replacement, suspension repair, air
conditioning, electrical issues, windshields, tint, paint repair, and detailing. They can handle pretty much anything you need for your
Mercedes-Benz at a fraction of the cost compared to the dealership. They use factory recommended fluids, and OEM parts to keep
your Mercedes-Benz operating as you would expect - and their service will not void your warranty.
Come meet with meet Zach, see his shop and enjoy spending time with your fellow MBCA members. Zach and his staff will be doing
technical presentations on different topics to include going over the latest in telematic systems on your Mercedes-Benz, and how to use
them. In addition, MBZ will be performing a vehicle alignment, demonstrating the importance of alignment maintenance, and perhaps
address some other topics as well. More information will be coming out closer to the event.
There will also be a drawing for a chance to win a free “A” Service courtesy of MBZ Scottsdale Service. The fee is $15 which will cover
welcoming coffee and lunch following the session. Register by November 6. Please see the registration form on page 10.

Annual Holiday Party
Sunday, December 8 at 12 PM Noon
By Debbie Ichiyama

The holidays will be here before we know it. Clear the 8th of December for the Desert
Stars Annual Holiday Party with the always-important Member Anniversary recognition
celebration. It is time to reflect back on 2019 as we spend time with friends and fellow
members catch up, and enjoy the spirit of the holidays.
The luncheon will be in a private Pavilion at the McCormick Ranch Golf Club. 7505
McCormick Parkway, Scottsdale, AZ 85258. With a separate parking area for us there
will be easy access to the pavilion. We will have a no-host bar.
Anniversary celebrants must attend to receive your recognition pins (or you need a really
good excuse for not being there!) So, we want to see you! Oh, don’t forget we are
collecting for Toys-for-Tots so please bring an un-wrapped gift! Please see Registration
forms for details. Make this holiday season a special one by joining your friends in the
Desert Stars Mercedes-Benz club.
Festivities will begin at noon. For registration information please contact Debbie Ichiyama
at 480-268-9535. See page 8 for the Membership Milestone pin recipient list.
..
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President’s Message

The StarDust Newsletter is published by the MBCA
Desert Stars Section bi-monthly. All rights reserved.
Permission to reprint original articles is expressly
granted to all MBCA Sections.

By Debbie Ichiyama

To all of those members who escape the heat
of the summer in the valley, welcome back.
You were missed and we look forward to
seeing you at all the events this fall and
winter.

Newsletter Editor:
Matthew Crawford
• Email StarDustMBCA@gmail.com

Hard to believe fall is almost upon us. Time
to think about the end of baseball season (my
team might actually make it this year), the
start of football, the US Formula 1 Grand Prix
in Austin, Texas, Halloween, and long drives
(with tops down or sunroofs open) in our
awesome state. There is so much to see and no matter what your
interests are there is something for everyone. The club is gearing up for
our annual Havasupai Rallye and hope to see you there.
Finally, the end of summer is the traditional time for the new 2020
Mercedes-Benz models to arrive at dealerships around the valley.
Compared to many other metropolitan areas, we are truly blessed with
no less than five full-service dealerships, and they have all been great
supporters of Desert Stars over the years. So, if you’re thinking about a
new model, a bargain on the current year, or even a CPO car, the
cooler weather might be the time to go shopping.

Contributing Credits for this Issue:
Ron Borino
Todd Bush
Debbie Ichiyama
Debra Larson
Karen Manser
Photography Credits for this issue:
Ron Borino
Mark Ichiyama
Jan Nyquist AZ PCA
Desert Caballeros Western Museum
mbzscottsdaleservice.com
elcharrocafe.com
loewshotels.com/ventana-canyon
Activities & Events:
Karen Manser
• Email nspinaz@gmail.com
Advertising:
Ron Borino
• Email ron@borino.com
Website:
Facebook:
Twitter:

www.desertstars.mbca.org
DesertStarsMBCA
@MBCADesertStars

Welcome our new Members!
June
Vince Ippolito
Suzan Loabneh
Brian Pfeifer

July
Andrew Mills
Angel Okrah

“More Than a Car Club | We’re a Community”

Desert Stars Section Officers and Board Members
Officers:
President:
Debbie Ichiyama
Vice President:
Karen Manser
Treasurer:
Dick Sharp
Secretary:
Don Burton

(480) 268-9535
(425) 478-5509
(480) 661-1325
(480) 832-1504

Directors:
Ron Borino
Ken Borowitz
Todd Bush
Susan Cadis
John Hutchison
Bob Yoder

(602) 550-9939
(513) 706-1765
(928) 699-7050
(602) 290-2533
(480) 473-4887
(480) 998-0194

SW Regional Director:
Bud Cloninger
(602) 326-6210
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Chairs:
Activities & Events:
Karen Manser
Membership:
Debbie Ichiyama
Publicity / Webmaster:
Mark Ichiyama
Newsletter Advertising:
Ron Borino
Newsletter Editor:
Matthew Crawford
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Local Car Culture: Ongoing Events and Gatherings
Here in the valley, we happen to have some of the country’s most active car culture.
You may find fellow Desert Stars and their cars hanging out!
Alpios at Troon - Cars and Coffee
The Second Saturday of every month 7:00-10:00 a.m., Villages at Pinnacle Peak
www.facebook.com/carsandcoffeeatpinnaclepeak
Penske Racing Museum - Cars and Coffee Scottsdale
The Third Saturday of every month 8:00-10:00 a.m., 7125 E. Chauncy Lane
carsandcoffee.com/clubs/scottsdale/
Scottsdale Motorsports Gathering - Cars and Coffee Scottsdale
The First Saturday of every month 7:00-10:00 a.m.
After a hiatus for the last few months, this epic gathering is back. The Scuderia Southwest, is transitioning this to a
members-only event for car entry, but is still free and open to spectators. The event will be restricted to exotics, rare
high performance, and collector cars. Entry for members with a qualifying car is included in their annual membership.
As space permits, non-members with a qualifying car will be allowed with pre-registration and a $10 entry fee.
Registration info will be posted each month and cash will not be accepted at the entrance.
www.scuderiasouthwest.com
Autocross with the Porsche Club
We have an open invitation to join the Arizona Section of the Porsche Club of
America (AZ PCA) when they host open Auto-X events. See az.pca.org for
more information on Autocross. Check MotorsportReg.com for dates (search
“AZ PCA”), and to register, and pay for the events.

September-October 2019

The StarDust

Page 4

Havasupai Rallye
Fri-Sun, October 4-6, 2019
By Todd Bush and Debra Larson

The registration deadline is
a firm September 15!
Although far removed from the
frontlines of Europe or the
waters
of
the
Pacific,
Arizona's contribution to the
interests of the United States
have always been significant. Our states rich culture even precedes our “young” country with roots in what
was once called “New Spain.” It is fascinating to learn, and even more impressive to behold with your own
senses. Join the Desert Stars for an exciting journey through America’s Cold War, our aeronautical past, and
even our old European connections in southern Arizona. This year’s Havasupai Rallye will take place October
4-6th and is guaranteed to be one of mutually assured delight. The Rallyemeisters have worked hard to
provide a fun and challenging tour that everyone will enjoy!
Our ‘home base’ will be located at the foot of the stunning Catalina Mountain range in Tucson, at Loews
Ventana Canyon Resort, a premier destination among Arizona luxury resorts at 7000 N Resort Drive Tucson,
AZ 85750 (520) 299-2020. Check in Friday night at 4 PM and relax a few minutes before happy hour at 5:00
PM or 5:30 PM at the “birth place of the chimichanga”. El Charro is just minutes away from the resort at 6910
E Sunrise Drive, Tucson, AZ (520)-514-1922. Appetizers will be served and drinks are on your own. This will
surely be a festive start to the
weekend ahead.
After a comfortable night of sleep, we
will meet in the hotel lobby and have a
brief meeting to distribute Rallye
instructions and/or guidelines at
approximately 8:30 AM. This will be
the official start to the 2019 Desert
Stars Havasupai Rallye.
Our journey will take us through the
history books of flight, our once TopSecret past in the Cold War, and also
a visit to a historic mission- all within
Pima County! Do plan on driving
approximately 87 miles during the day.
We will be making at least three prime
stops so there will be plenty of time for
breaks throughout the journey.
Participation in the Havasupai Rallye
weekend is a must. To reserve a
room, please call the hotel for rates
and availability at 800-234-5177 and
then call Debbie Ichiyama at 480-2689535 to register. Registration is $242
and includes admittance to the sites,
appetizers Friday night, and lunch and
dinner on Saturday.
Register now and join in the fun on the
2019 Havasupai Rallye!

El Charro , “The birthplace of the chimichanga.”
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Mercedes-Benz Enthusiast Dinner
Saturday, January 18, 2020 at 5:30 PM
By Karen Manser

As car lovers descend on Arizona for the great car
auctions of the valley, we will again celebrate the classic
car Auction Week with the Mercedes-Benz Enthusiast
Dinner.
Mark your calendar for next year’s event which will be held
on Saturday evening, January 18, 2020 at VENUE 8600, a
contemporary event location located five minutes from
West World at 8600 E Anderson Drive, Scottsdale, AZ
85255. Activities will start at 5:30 PM in the generous 200
spot parking area with the viewing and judging of the
"People's Choice" contest featuring MBCA members
personal cars, followed by appetizers and dinner and
presentations. More info to come!

Scrutinizing the Stanford’s 1970 280SL “Pagoda”
(Hint: They found no issues!)

Special Mention
This is not a MBCA Desert Stars Event. Please contact the organizers of this event directly with any questions.

Camelback Motor Show
Event: Camelback Motor Show - Deutsche Auto Fest (All German
Car Show)
Date: October 19, 2019
Venue: Camelback Bible Church, 3900 E. Stanford Dr. Paradise
Valley, AZ
Time: 3:00 - 6:00PM
Food: 2018 Best of Phoenix — Eur Haus German good truck will
be onsite to serve up fantastic German cuisine.
Show car registration is limited to 120 German marques ONLY.
Registration must be completed on the show website:
www.camelbackvintage.com then click on the “registration” link.
Read full registration details on the CMS website before you
register. I hope to have my fellow MB enthusiasts come out in
force as the Porsche fans are already lined up to register.
Charity: Hope Women’s Center of Arizona. 100% of the
tax deductible $25 registration fee goes directly to the
charity.
Judging: The Hagerty Youth Judging will take place at
the end of the evening with two awards presented to
the winner with best of show.
This show has been developed to bring cars and
community together. The goals of this show are to
share the rich history of the automobile with the
community, involve kids of all ages in these great
works of rolling art, and to bring renewed hope to a
segment of our community that is often unseen and
unheard—abused women and children.
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The backdrop of this year's show is none other than
the majestic Camelback Mountain. Thanks to our
gracious host, Camelback Bible Church, for opening
their beautiful campus for this show.
- West Kenyon, MBCA Member
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Ensure new contact
information is up to
date!
Contact our
Membership Chair,
Debbie Ichiyama, at
480-268-9535 or
dichiyama@me.com
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO THE MILESTONES EARNERS BELOW!
(Holiday Party recognition, see article page 1.)

30 Years
W Kaesche
Jon Manalli
25 Years
Jennifer Harper
Kenny Hasanoff
20 Years
Albert Dykes
L Green
Kurt Nielsen
Robert
Schmelzer

15 Years
John Ackalitis
Marvin Blank
Luc De Groof
David Gronsky
Brian Imdieke
Kris Pathuis
Bill Reichenberg
Artemis Shamamian
Eberhard Scheuing
10 Years
Matthew Crawford
Andrew Flynn
Ralph Goldenberg
Greg Horst
Mark Ichiyama
John Phin
M Spellman
Jeff Tillery
Bob Young
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5 Years
Richard Alsager
Steve Baker
John Bergquist
Jerry Bevins
Brian Bombeck
John Carter
Grant Crane
Michael Fegley
Elliott Gartner
Randall Gottschalk
Tom Gregory
Sascha Janssen
Michael Jew
Scott Knaffla
Michael Murphy
Christopher Pagnini
Mikel Perry
Mary Peterson
Thomas Read
John Truttman
John Trump
Wade Wakefield
Mark Wilson
Reinhard Zorko
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In the Mirror: North Country Adventure
Held August 10, 2019
By Ron Borino

The North Country Adventure began on a clear and sunny Saturday morning
in Phoenix. 18 participants met at the First Watch Restaurant on the Carefree
highway for breakfast and pre-drive meeting. Breakfast was filled with lively
conversation and just prior to departure I, Ron Borino, provided some
information for the participants regarding the trip.
The first leg of the trip included a visit to the Desert Caballeros Museum in
Wickenburg. This little museum started in 1969 but tragically was lost in a fire
in 1972. The new facility was opened in 1975 and now is fully accredited by
the American Association of Museums. Our group was divided between two
docents who took us on a guided tour of the facility and the current exhibits. If
you haven't been to this facility it is a great diversion for an afternoon in
Wickenburg.
After the museum tour the participants headed up highway 93 toward Prescott
for lunch. It was a nice leisurely drive and a perfect day for the vistas along the
way. Prescott was bustling with activity when the group arrived as there was a
craft fair going on in the Court House Plaza. Of course, with the cooler weather
and the craft fair, the downtown area was crowded. Getting lunch at some of
See North on Page 11
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Registration Information

MBZ Tech Session
Saturday, November 9, 2019
Please Register and Pay by November 6, 2019
Name(s) registering: _____________________________________ Number Attending_______
Phone No.: _______________________________Day/ Night Email Address: ___________________________________
$15.00 per person.
Make your check payable to: MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to:
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama
6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254
Credit Card payments available: Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535.

Holiday Party & Luncheon
Sunday, December 8, 2019
Please Register and Pay by December 3, 2019
Name(s) registering: _____________________________________ Number Attending_______
Phone No.: _______________________________Day/ Night Email Address: ___________________________________
$53.00 per person.No-host bar.
Make your check payable to: MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to:
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama
6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254
Credit Card payments available: Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535.

Classified Ads

1982 Mercedes 380SL Purchased in 2010 (with 109,155 miles) it has been
used mainly on weekends and for homecoming parades. It has been stored in
a garage and currently has approx. 111,600 miles. In Feb. 2019, the
odometer was rebuilt. In 2015, the transmission & exhaust systems were
serviced. In 2010, the engine was overhauled. In 1998, the engine was
converted to a double-timing chain. The A/C & heater don’t work. Includes
Soft Top, Hard Top & Rolling Storage Rack, Maintenance Records, Alpine
AM/FM Cassette Stereo, & 20 tapes. Contact Joel at 618-525-3928 or
jcfritzler@gmail.com. $8,500 OBO.

As a Desert Star, you can list your for-sale Mercedes-Benz
here and let all of our readers know it’s available for them to
enjoy. Weather you have a high mile driver, or a collectible
with more wax than miles on it, contact us and get your car
listed in The StarDust!
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North from page 9

the favorite places meant a wait. But no one was in a hurry and those that stayed for lunch eventually got served. After
lunch, shopping, and sightseeing, folks proceeded towards Williams via Arizona HWY 89.
As participants arrived at the hotel in Williams many checked in to their rooms and then headed to the downtown area which
is part of the old Route 66. According to Wikipedia, Williams was founded in 1881, incorporated in 1901, and was named for
William Sherley "Old Bill" Williams (1787-1849), a famous trapper, trader, scout and mountain man, who often trapped in the
area. A statue of "Old Bill" stands in Monument Park, located on the west side of the city. The large mountain directly to the
south is also named in his honor, Bill Williams Mountain.
Williams was the last city whose section of Route 66 was bypassed, due to lawsuits that kept the last section of Interstate 40
in Arizona from being built around the city. After settlements called for the state to build three Williams exits the suits were
dropped and I-40 was completed. On October 13, 1984, Interstate 40 was opened around the town, the next day
newspapers reported the essential end of US 66. The following year Route 66 was officially decommissioned. To this day.
the downtown area still celebrates Route 66 with a plenty of shops selling memorabilia of this famous road.
Our group met at the Red Raven Restaurant for an early dinner Saturday night. Located in an historic downtown area, this
restaurant is a casual fine dining experience and quite unique in the area. Red Raven’s comfortable atmosphere, delicious,
artfully-prepared meals, and selection of quality wines and beers make dining at Red Raven a memorable occasion. All the
members present agreed! There was no shortage of lively conversation, revelry, and comradery through dinner. We finished
early enough that many of the club members took advantage of the Williams downtown art walk and some of the local bars
as the temperatures were in the high 70’s. A perfect evening to be outside.
Sunday morning folks met down in the hotel lobby for breakfast. Again, lots of conversation about the trip and the plans that
were made for the day. As participants began to break up and head various directions it was interesting to note that some
headed to the Grand Canyon via train, some to the canyon by car, some went to the Bearizona Wildlife Park, others to
Flagstaff, some to Sedona and still others back to Prescott. This was a memorable weekend trip that didn’t disappoint as
being a great North Country Adventure.
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Keep your address updated with the
MBCA National Business Office at
(800) 637-2360
Online at http://mbca.org
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Update your email address with The National Business Office
Contact our Membership Chair, Debbie Ichiyama, at 480-268-9535 or dichiyama@me.com

SAVE THESE DATES
Oct 4-6, 2019
Nov 9, 2019
Dec 8, 2019
Jan 18, 2020

Fri-Sun
Sat
Sun
Sat

Havasupai Rallye
MBZ Tech Session
Holiday Party
MB Enthusiast Dinner

Visit us at:
www.desertstars.mbca.org
Like us on Facebook
DesertStarsMBCA
Follow us on Twitter
@MBCADesertStars

