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DESERT STARS SECTION | ARIZONA
Poker Run 2019
Saturday, March 23, Noon – Dinnertime
By Harmon and Susan Cadis

Get ready for some Poker Action on the East Side on Town! Don’t
worry, you don’t need to bet or bluff your way to winning the big prize
(but bribes will be accepted). Just enjoy the day driving to interesting
places and having fun with your friends in The Desert Stars.
This year we have a great event planned. Come explore secret and
mysterious (“high” and “low”) places in Arizona while building your
Poker Hand (high and low) along with enjoyable friends and fellow
car enthusiasts. So, put on your poker hats and sleeve garters,
breakout the deck of marked cards and join us a having a good time!
The winners, and losers, will both enjoy a wonderful dinner and
prizes at the end.

See Poker on Page 3

M-B.E.A.T. Driving Tour

“Shush! Harmon is speaking!”

Saturday through Sunday, April 13-14, 2019
By John Hutchison

Spring is just around the corner so it’s time for you to make plans to participate in our
annually held Mercedes British European Auto Tour (M-BEAT) whether you want to
drive your Benz or another European car of choice. You’ve had the vehicle cooped up
in the garage too long; it’s time to blow the cobwebs out of the engine and go along
with us on an exciting drive on the back roads to Flagstaff.
We will be gathering at the Denny’s restaurant located at the northeast corner of
Interstate 17 and the Carefree Highway on Saturday, April 13, 2019; the restaurant is
located behind the Chevron Fuel Station. If you want a free breakfast from the Denny’s
menu (courtesy of event leader Bob Yoder), be there no later than 6:30 a.m. A driver’s
meeting is scheduled for 7:30 a.m. during which driving instructions, details of our
See MBEAT on Page 5
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expressly granted to all MBCA Sections.

Spring is rapidly approaching. Along with the mild
temperatures it also brings Major League Baseball’s
Spring Training to Phoenix and of course the 2019
Formula 1 racing season which starts the weekend of
March 15 with the Australian Grand Prix. Will
Mercedes take the Constructors Championship for a
6th consecutive year? We’ll have to tune in and see.

Newsletter Editor:
Matthew Crawford
• Email StarDustMBCA@gmail.com

This time of year is perfect for taking our favorite cars out for drives, and for
those of you who have convertibles put down your tops down and enjoy the
weather and our beautiful surroundings. Don’t forget, the always fun Poker
Run is on March 23. Join your fellow members and have a great day with
the “luck of the draw.”
Whatever activities you enjoy doing in the spring, enjoy and drive safely.
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Welcome our new Members!
December

January

David Coppock
Gary Dickey
Shaun Hendon
John Howland
Nancy Saxton

Darren DeYoung

“More Than a Car Club | We’re a Community”

Desert Stars Section Officers and Board Members
Officers:
President:
Debbie Ichiyama
Vice President:
Karen Manser
Treasurer:
Dick Sharp
Secretary:
Don Burton

(480) 268-9535
(425) 478-5509
(480) 661-1325
(480) 832-1504

Directors:
Ron Borino
Ken Borowitz
Todd Bush
Susan Cadis
John Hutchison
Bob Yoder

(602) 550-9939
(513) 706-1765
(928) 699-7050
(602) 290-2533
(480) 473-4887
(480) 998-0194

SW Regional Director:
Bud Cloninger
(602) 326-6210
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Annual Meeting Slate of Officers and New Directors
President

Debbie Ichiyama

Vice President

Karen Manser

Treasurer

Dick Sharp

Secretary

Don Burton

Directors for class of 2022
Ron Borino
John Hutchison

Poker from page 1

We plan to start at 12:00 p.m. “High Noon!” on Saturday, March 23, at Mercedes-Benz of Chandler. From there we will make
our way east out of town stopping at interesting locations and end up at a great restaurant for dinner. Make sure you have a full
tank of fuel (or a full charge of power? – Ed.) as we will be traveling many miles to collect those cards.
The registration form is included on page 11. Please complete the form and send it in, or call Debbie Ichiyama with your
payment. The registration fee includes goodies, prizes and dinner.
For more information contact Harman or Susan at Harman@FocusHOA.com, or call us at 480-242-8087.

Local Car Culture: Ongoing Events and Gatherings
Join in local events with other car enthusiasts. We happen to have some of the country’s
most active car culture. Come and attend one of these. You will find fellow Desert Stars
and their cars at many of these.
Scottsdale Motorsport Gathering – “The country's best cars and coffee event!”
The First Saturday of every month 7:00-10:00 a.m., Scottsdale 101 Shopping Center
https://www.scuderiasouthwest.com/smg/
Alpios at Troon - Cars and Coffee
The Second Saturday of every month 7:00-10:00 a.m., Villages at Pinnacle Peak
https://www.facebook.com/carsandcoffeeatpinnaclepeak
Penske Racing Museum - Cars and Coffee Scottsdale
The Third Saturday of every month 8:00-10:00 a.m., 7125 E. Chauncy Lane
https://carsandcoffee.com/clubs/scottsdale/
Autocross with the Porsche Club
We have an open invitation to join the Arizona Section of the Porsche Club of America (AZ
PCA) when they host open Auto-X events. See az.pca.org for more information on
Autocross. Check MotorsportReg.com for dates (search “AZ PCA”), and to register, and
pay for the events.

March-April 2019
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The Digital Daimler
By John Goux
Contributing Columnist

The New Kid In Class
New kid rolls into class. Mercedes.
Arrives with an A. Inquiring eyes
size up.
Looks – refined. Fitment – tailored
and stitched. Shoes – imported.
Accessories – upmarket. Great.
But, can she help you do trig?
Turns out, Mercedes is not just
another pretty interface. She’s a
tech genius.
Say, “Hey Mercedes, I’m cold!” She sets the temp to a balmy 72. Mercedes configures radio stations faster than
Usain Bolt can bolt. With 64 colors and dual ambient lighting, Zedd will want to option the tiny disco ball and hold
EDM parties for close personal friends in the cabin. Augmented reality in her 10-inch screen means navigation
has blue arrows that point the direction laid over real time images of the road ahead. Very Cool.
If you need, she can even go deep…. “Hey
Mercedes, are you SKYNET?” “Self-awareness is
hard. Even humans struggle with it.” Yeah, the new
kid is impressive.
So, how do dealers feel about the new A-Class?
When asked, Manager Bill Hilbun, Mercedes-Benz,
Gilbert, AZ, did four consecutive cartwheels in front of
Customer Reception - pennies, nickels, dimes, keys,
Tic-Tacs spraying from his pockets like slots paying
off at The Flamingo! Let’s just say, they’re excited.
Mercedes claims, “Nothing But The Best”. For the AClass, more like “Nothing But All The MB Goodness
We Could Pack In A Car At A Jaw Dropping Price”.
$32,500 to start!
The new A-Class: A-List, A-Blast, A-Deal, A-Hoot, A–Slam Dunk! Infused with S-Class features, for many buyers,
the new A-Class will be, A-Must!
Now everyone can go to the head of the class. A-Class!
LINKS:
Quick Take: Mark Takahashi of KBB gives a brief but informative overview.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ex-NOcL71sM
Deep Dive: The Straight Pipes, Yuri and Jacob, get acquainted with “Hey Mercedes”. There’s a learning curve. If you’re a
senior citizen, Yuri even offers to spend three days at your house to help. Someone, please, please, take him up on the
offer – we’ll film it!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsfOhLhAEB4
Comparo: Matt Watson compares Mercedes A-Class vs. BMW 1 Series vs. Audi A3. Spoiler Alert: Mercedes Wins!!
https://youtu.be/LS79kQ6wblA
(Alternatively, you can watch these videos on YouTube by searching for “Edmunds Better Than the CLA”,
“TheStraightPipes A220 Review” and “Carwow A-Class which is the best premium small car”, respectively.)

March-April 2019
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MBEAT from page 1

expected stops for refreshments and lunch, and route map will be distributed.
All roads on the driving route are paved so you can bring your most prized vehicles on the tour and not worry about any rock chips
or broken windshields - just watch for cows!
We will be driving through Sedona on the route and there will be time for you and your passenger(s) to do some shopping or
sightseeing there during the afternoon. The opportunity for a group dinner will be offered during the morning driver’s meeting so
we can make advance reservations.
Our target location in Flagstaff is the
Little America Hotel located at 2515 E
Butler Avenue which is the first exit east
of Interstate 17 on Interstate 40. Visit
the Little America Hotel website here at
flagstaff.littleamerica.com or call their
reservation line (800.352.4386), and
choose AAA or AARP reservations if you
are a member of either, to get a King for
$180, 2 queens for $189 or a couple’s
Bed & Breakfast King package for $204 if
you do it right away. We are still
negotiating with Little America for better
pricing and will let you know by email if
we can get lower rates. Use of nine
rooms will get our rate down to $149.
There is a nominal charge of $25 per
vehicle for this event to cover the cost of
event materials and liquid refreshments
during our morning stop. Participants
are responsible for lodging and food.
Don’t spend time thinking about this
event, just fill out the registration form on
page 11 and expedite it! Don’t hesitate to
call Bob Yoder at 480-510-8210 if you
have any questions.

March-April 2019
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In the Mirror: Vulture Mine Tour
Held February 16, 2019
By Todd Bush

While it might have been cold, and perhaps a bit windier
than we would have liked, we had a great turn out of fortytwo Desert Stars in attendance for the two-hour guided
tour of the historic Vulture City Mine.
The Stars came with great questions for Joyce, our tour
guide, as she walked us through this once thriving town
where Henry Wickenburg found his initial fortune.
Afterward the tour several members ate lunch in nearby
Wickenburg on what turned out to be a sunny afternoon.
For those that could not make it, this is definitely a tour
worth your time if you are interested in some Arizona
history.

March-April 2019
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Classified Ad

Just in time for spring! 2012 E350 Cabriolet, calcite white (650U) over
leather mushroom (205A), just turned 73K miles. Purchased 12/14 from
Southern California with 49,891 miles at end of personal lease, in PHX
since then, no rust ever. Came with clean Carfax, since then front and
rear bumpers repainted due to my stupid parking accidents. All service up
to date, needs absolutely nothing. Since purchase major transmission
service, front brake pads, new windshield, new Michelin Pilot Sport A/S
3+ tires at 65,743 miles. F&R brake pad dust shields just installed. All
work at Goody's or MB Motors. All records since my purchase. Asking
$19,995, make me an offer I can't refuse.
Phil B. Hammond, p_hammond@yahoo.com, 602.509.2550.
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In the Mirror: 2019 Enthusiasts Dinner
Held January 19, 2019
By Debbie Ichiyama

The Desert Stars’ wrap up of auction week in Scottsdale, Arizona, our annual Mercedes-Benz Enthusiast Dinner,
was held on Saturday, January 19, 2019 at Venue 8600. Attendees from each of the Arizona Sections, as well as
two other sections, from California, and as far as Missouri, came together to celebrate the brand.
Local members held the annual “People’s Choice” car show in the parking lot, which featured Mercedes-Benz cars
from the 50’s, 60’s to present. This year’s dozen or so entries ran the gamut from roadsters, coupes, SUVs and
Geländewagen. There were also some of the latest Mercedes-Benz models on display by local dealer, Schumacher
European Mercedes-Benz, for all to enjoy and take in.
The People’s Choice award winners were as follows: in third place, a tie, between Richard Schulte’s 1966 230S and
Robert Yoder’s 2018 AMG GT Roadster. Second place went to Richard Sharp’s 1953 300 S Coupe, a perennial
favorite. The top spot, by a wide margin, was the 1963 300 SL Roadster of Dr. Philip Lutfy, which has originally
purchased by his father, in Phoenix, Arizona. Congratulations to the winners and to all the participants whose love of
their vehicles is clearly evident.
Following cocktails and dinner Mr. Andy Reid provided the attendees with his insight and knowledge on MercedesBenz cars that were offered for sale at the week’s events. The auction market was unusually harsh to some top
brands, like Ferrari and Mercedes, but rewarding to others, such as limited-edition Porsches. Perhaps due to the
economic uncertainty of our times, most vehicles struggled to meet the auction house’s value expectations.
However, 300SL Gullwings and roadsters still remain million-dollar cars. Good example 190SLs remain in the low
$120,000 range. With three SLR McLarens offered this week, they could be the best value for a modern “supercar”
out there.
Many thanks to all of those who helped put this awesome event together for us this year.

March-April 2019
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The annual
MB Enthusiast dinner
is always a hit!
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Camelback Motor Show - Inaugural Event
Date: April 6, 2019
Venue: Camelback Bible Church, 3900 E. Stanford Dr. Paradise Valley, AZ
Time: 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
This show is being organized by a fellow MBCA member and has been developed to bring cars and community together. We
do not have an organized group attending, but if you wish to go, please do. The goals of this show are to share the rich
history of the automobile with the community, involve kids of all ages in these great works of rolling art, and to bring renewed
hope to a segment of our community that is often unseen and unheard—abused women and children. This year’s charity
Hope Women’s Center of Arizona.
The backdrop of this year's show is none other than the majestic Camelback Mountain. Thanks to our gracious host,
Camelback Bible Church, for opening their beautiful campus for this inaugural show.
Kids will be involved this year in a big way. The best of show in two categories will be judged this year by the youth of our
community.
For a complete list of sponsors and specifics on the day, visit www.CamelbackVintage.com. Show car registration is limited to
125 cars and registration must be completed on the show website, click on the “registration” link.
100% of registration proceeds go to the charity, Hope Women’s Center of Arizona. Registration donations will be collected
the morning of April, 6 when you arrive.
-Debbie Ichiyama on behalf of West Kenyon

Update your email address with The National
Business Office
Contact our Membership Chair, Debbie Ichiyama,
at 480-268-9535 or dichiyama@me.com
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Registration Forms

Poker Run

March 23, 2019

Name(s) registering: _____________________________________ Number Attending_______
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
City: State/Prov.: Zip: ____________________________________________________________
Phone No.: ________________________________________________________

Day/ Night

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________
Cost is $50 per person. Registrations should be paid by March 15, after that date,
or for questions, call Harman or Susan at 480-242-8087.
Make your check payable to: MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to:
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama
6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254
Credit Card payments available: Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535.

M-B.E.A.T.

April 13-14, 2019

Name(s) registering: _____________________________________ Number Attending_______
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
City: State/Prov.: Zip: ____________________________________________________________
Phone No.: ________________________________________________________

Day/ Night

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________
Cost is $25 per vehicle. Registrations must be received by April 6; after that date
call Bob Yoder to see if registration is still possible.
Email Bob Yoder, or send this completed registration form to:
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama
“MBEAT Event”
6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254
Contact Bob Yoder at bobyoderaz@cox.net or 480-510-8210 if you have any questions.

Annual Luncheon

May 5, 2019

Name(s) registering: _____________________________________ Number Attending_______
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
City: State/Prov.: Zip: ____________________________________________________________
Phone No.: ________________________________________________________

Day/ Night

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________
Cost is $39.00 per person. Registrations should be paid by May 1. For questions, call Debbie.
Or make your check payable to: MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to:
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama
6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254
Credit Card payments available: Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535.

March-April 2019
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Vulture city gas station.
See page 6 to read about our visit.
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This must be the place.

Joyce gave us an entertaining tour.

There is gold in them there rocks.

March-April 2019

Thank you, Todd, for putting this together

Keep your address updated with the
MBCA National Business Office at
(800) 637-2360
Online at http://mbca.org

March-April 2019

Update your email address with The National Business Office
Contact our Membership Chair, Debbie Ichiyama, at 480-268-9535 or dichiyama@me.com

SAVE THESE DATES

March 23, 2019
April 13-14, 2019
May 5, 2019
Oct 4-6, 2019
Dec 8, 2019

Sat
Sat-Sun
Sun
Fri-Sun
Sun

Poker Run
M-Beat Rallye
Annual Meeting & Luncheon
Havasupai Rallye
Holiday Party

Visit us at:
www.desertstars.mbca.org
Like us on Facebook
DesertStarsMBCA
Follow us on Twitter
@MBCADesertStars

