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Herberger Theater
Tour & Lunch
Saturday, July 21, 2018 at 11:00 AM
By Jim and Debra Larson

The Desert Stars rally together for
another lunch held this time at the
Herberger Theater Center.
We will arrive at 11:00 AM for,
excellent conversation, a private
backstage tour of the Herberger
Theater Center, and lunch around
11:45 AM at this event on Saturday,
July 21, 2018.
The Herberger Theater Center is one of Downtown Phoenix’s premiere venues. Founded in 1983 and refurbished in
2008, the Herberger Theater Center has served as a professional venue for local artists to call home right in the
heart of downtown. Eight hundred performances are scheduled for 2018 and over 250,000 schoolchildren from
around the valley will experience live theater at the HTC during this season. Many of those performances are
presented by the six resident companies, which are: Arizona Theater Company, Arizona Opera, Childsplay, Valley
Youth Theater, iTheatre Collaborative, and Center Dance Ensemble.
Lunch will be served - on the stage! - by Tom & Lin Catering, an award-winning caterer voted “Best of Our Valley” for
2017 and 2018 by azfoothills.com. Can food be theater? When Tom and Lin Catering are involved, every bite is a
showstopper!
Register by July 14, see registration Information on Page 13.

"Art of the Wheel"
Saturday, September 15, 2018 at 1:00 PM

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

By John Goux

Like Mercedes? Like Art? Like Wine?
If you answered yes to any of these,
save the date for Desert Stars "Art Of
The Wheel" Saturday, September 15.
So, what's the draw? (Get it - art
joke?) For only the second time in two
and a half decades, Discount Tire will
give a group tour of its tire art poster
collection. And, we're that group! It
was collected the past 30 years by
Diane and Bruce Halle, owners of
Discount Tire. Collection curator,
Susan Driver, will lead the tour. At
tour's end, Ms. Driver will give each
couple a coffee table book of the
collection (authored by her).
Wait, there's more….
See Art on Page 5
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President’s Message
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By Debbie Ichiyama

Summer is upon us and I hope everyone is
staying cool. We have one event in July and
then will take the month of August off. For those
of you who are still in town, please check out the
Herberger Theatre Tour and Lunch coming up
on July 21st. It promises to be a fun time.

Newsletter Editor:
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• Email StarDustMBCA@gmail.com
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John Goux
Jim and Debra Larson
Debbie Ichiyama
Chuck Sanford, Jr.

Starting in September we gear up for fall
activities. We are being privileged to have a tour
of the Diane and Bruce Halle art collection at
Discount Tire followed by a painting class at
Carrie Curran’s studio on the water in Scottsdale. In October the annual
Havasupai rallye, which will be a two night out of town driving event, is sure
to be a ‘don’t miss’ event. I for one look forward to getting the new car on
the road again for a long drive. (See New Car Adventures in Tech – Ed.) In
November we will have a Star Night (lunch) and a Tech Session (details
coming on that as soon as it’s set).
Please read more in the newsletter for details of the events.
For those of you who are in the Valley stay cool, for those of you who
escape the heat, safe travels.
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Welcome our new Members!
April

May

Pamela Briggs
David Buell
Barbara Gibson-Schmidt
Alicia Hernandez
Aaron Karkhoff
Dennis Rockenbach
Catherine Russo
Victor Valente

Harry C. Cashwell
David Gai
Paul Hamra
James Morse Sr
Melvin Nelson
John Polich

“More Than a Car Club | We’re a Community”

Desert Stars Section Officers and Board Members
Officers:
President:
Debbie Ichiyama
Vice President:
Karen Manser
Treasurer:
Dick Sharp
Secretary:
Don Burton

(480) 268-9535
(425) 478-5509
(480) 661-1325
(480) 832-1504

Directors:
Ron Borino
Ken Borowitz
Todd Bush
Susan Cadis
John Hutchison
Bob Yoder

(602) 550-9939
(513) 706-1765
(928) 699-7050
(602) 290-2533
(480) 473-4887
(480) 998-0194

SW Regional Director:
Bud Cloninger
(602) 326-6210
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Chairs:
Activities & Events:
Karen Manser
Membership:
Debbie Ichiyama
Publicity / Webmaster:
Mark Ichiyama
Newsletter Advertising:
Ken Borowitz
Newsletter Editor:
Matthew Crawford
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Star Night – Haus Murphy's
Saturday November 3, 2018 12:00 PM

Join Desert Stars for lunch in the historic district of Glendale at Haus Murphy's. Haus Murphy's has been a valley
staple for authentic German food for over twenty years. Dining for lunch will be perfect as there are several very
unique shops and antique stores within walking distance for after lunch entertainment.
See the following link for
shops to visit while in the area
antiquesinglendaleaz.com .
The address is 5739 W
Glendale Ave, Glendale.
There is no need to call the
restaurant as Todd will have
made arrangements.
Do please RSVP to Todd at
928-699-7050 or
glamrox92345@yahoo.com
before September 30.

First Annual Mercedes-Benz
300 SL Classic Rally
Held by the 300 SL Foundation

For four days this November (4-8), participants in the 300 SL
Classic will drive 1000 miles of the best backroads that northern
Arizona has to offer: from Scottsdale to Winslow to Sedona to the
Grand Canyon and back to Scottsdale. This 4-day 1000-mile rally
will be similar in format to the Colorado Grand and the
Copperstate 1000 – except that it will be a 300 SL - only event.
Applications are due May 15, 2018. For more information please
see www.300slclassic.org.

July-Aug 2018
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The Digital Daimler
By John Goux, Contributing Columnist

2018 Mercedes
Roadster

AMG

GT

C

Gravity. College kids and cheap
beer. Einstein proved these laws
of attraction. Although, the latter
proof was lost during a raucous
Octoberfest. True story.
Furthering the frazzle haired
genius’s laws of attraction, let’s
add one other – the 2018
Mercedes AMG GT C Roadster.
Athletic, sleek exterior, elegant
and ravishing interior. You’ll be
swept into its orbit like a tenyear-old eyeing a grown-up bike.
Mommy, I want one….
With space-time warping presence of the Sun, the pull of the GT C can’t be ignored. 550 horses and
502 lb-ft of torque propel this open-air rocket anywhere you want in the cosmos. As long as you stay
between the lines, of course. And, it does so with exhaust notes behind your head that sound as
though the Berlin Philharmonic were playing. That is, if the Berlin Philharmonic played tail pipes.
Canyon carving in this arbiter of human and car
interaction is sublime – rear wheel steering, brakes
for days, multiple throttle mappings, and, if that’s
not enough, “Race Mode”! This car truly is a force
of nature – and out in nature, top down, is where
it’s at its best.
To take a deeper look into this wheeled law of
attraction, let me introduce George Notaras. A.k.a.
Moto-Man, George is a writer, YouTuber,
comedian, pilot, owner of exotic planes and cars,
and master of the world’s most charming vlog dog,
Kuhmo.
Now, Moto-Man’s video sonnet to the 2018
Mercedes AMG GT C Roadster:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YuADw4X5gx0
(Alternatively, you can watch this video on YouTube
searching for “MotoMan AMG GTC First”.)
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Art from page 1

To complete the day of art and motoring, we’ll wheel to Carrie
Curran’s Studio where Carrie will lead us through a painting class.
Sip, brush, sip, chat, sip, gnosh. At class end, take your masterpiece
home and proudly display it. Or, torture family with it. Either way, it’s
going to be fun!
Schedule: 1-2PM Discount Tire Corporate Headquarters, Scottsdale.
2-5PM at Carrie Curran Studios, Scottsdale. BYOB.
Cheese, crackers, paint, brush, canvas and smiles
provided. More information and registration
information will be in the next issue of The StarDust.
For early registration, and payment, (cost $47) call
Debbie Ichiyama at 480-268-9535. If you have any
questions,
please
contact
me,
John,
at
jgoux@tuhsd.k12.az.us.

Do you know all of the perks of being a MBCA Desert Star?
One of the many benefits that your Desert Stars section of the Mercedes-Benz
Club of America offers you is complimentary advertising for your MercedesBenz. A while ago the board decided it was a nice benefit to offer our members
and we are happy to help. If you have a Mercedes-Benz you are looking to
sell, please contact Ken Borowitz our advertising Chairman and he will assist
you. See Page 2 for Ken’s contact information.
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New Car Adventures in Tech
By Debbie Ichiyama

Our last new Mercedes-Benz was in 2011, a GLK350. When it was ready, the salesman gave us a half hour instructional
session in the car to acquaint us with the car. It was just about all we needed to happily motor away and within a week we were
fairly confident we had mastered most of the car’s features. In 2018, the new E-Class required an hour with the dealer’s
“technology specialist” to cover just the basics of the buttons, switches and controls to drive home. The learning had just begun.
In the seven years since our last car many things changed. This is our first car with “keyless go” so decades of reaching for a
key or fob to stick into the dash or door lock had to be unlearned and then you do have to learn which grip or press the door
handle either locks or unlocks the car. The fob in your pocket or purse also allows you to unlock the trunk by kicking your foot
under the star emblem. The often-asked question “Will the car continue to run if I throw the fob out the window?” Yes, it will but
you’ll be unable to restart if you turn the engine off. Don’t throw fobs out the window, they’re hundreds of dollars to replace.
Once home we discovered that the current generation EClass is one of the most technologically endowed cars
Mercedes has ever built. The list of safety and
convenience features is long, as are the names which
emphasize the words “Active” and “Assist.” There’s
Active Brake Assist, Active Parking Assist, Active Lane
Assist and Active Steering Assist. For every one of these
features there is a button, control switch or menu
selection to turn it on, off or to set it. After six months, we
laugh at each other when one innocently asks “How do
you change the radio presets?” After the laughter
subsides, we either reach for the printed manual in the
glove box or schedule a session with the technology
specialist to guide us through specific questions about a
button or two. Next visit, we’ll ask whether to get an
iPhone X or a Galaxy 9, as he’s bound to know.
If you do have a smartphone, there’s Mercedes-Benz
applications for the new cars, including an “augmented
reality” app where you point your phone’s camera at the
part of the dash you need help with and explanations appear on the ones you select. There’s another app that will map where
you parked the car, remotely start the car and text you if the valet is taking it out for a joyride. Future features of the phone apps
include controlling the COMAND entertainment and climate control from a passenger’s phone and parking and pulling out of a
tight spot using your phone to control the car. Did I mention the car has its own 4G LTE wireless internet “hot spot?”
Our 2011 GLK350 had a single backup camera. The E300 has six, mounted around the car and capable of displaying a 360degree view of things on the dashboard’s oversized display screen. Radar sensors in the bumpers and corners of the car,
connected to audible beeps and alarms act as modern-day curb feelers to prevent bumps and scrapes when pulling in and out
of parking spots, or you can let “Active Park Assist” handle the operation completely by finding a spot and pulling you in,
perfectly centered, by itself. We are slowly getting used to the warning beeps and alarms of slowly pulling into the garage.
The new interior is best described as having been probably designed by a fan of Star Trek: The Next Generation. Like the
Starship Enterprise, the cabin is sleek, curved, glass displays, silver touch switches and illuminated by LED cabin lights that
offers 64 colors. We like the purple glow, but we have plenty of time to audition the other 63. There are touch pads on the
steering wheel and one on the center console, to flick thru the screens and menus on the two 12.3” LCD dash screens. There’s
See Tech Trek on Page 9
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Havasupai Rallye 2018
October 5-7, 2018
By Chuck Stanford, Jr.

Havasupai 2018 is Set – Sign Up TODAY!!
Start planning now to join the Desert Stars for the 2018 “Arizona Heritage” Havasupai Weekend October 5-7. This
year’s event will be a “Destination Rallye” beginning in one place and traversing a part of our beautiful state to reach
the end point. Along the way, we’ll make a relaxing stop or two to explore some of Arizona’s highpoints and refuel (us
and the car!!). Veteran Rallyemeisters Chuck and Ava Stanford are planning what is sure to be a highlight of your fall
driving season.
Team Stanford has promised an
adventurous
weekend
drive
to
Arizona’s high country including all the
fresh air, fall colors, majestic scenery,
and friendly excitement you can fit into
three days and four wheels. They’ve
also promised a fun challenge for both
rallye neophytes and experienced
competitors that will feature sites and
stops that have been a part of
Arizona’s history and heritage.
Plan to drive Friday afternoon up Hwy
87 from Phoenix – surely one of
Arizona’s most scenic highways! We’ll
begin with “happy hour” in Payson on
Friday evening for a meet and greet to
have fun and plan rallye strategy. We’ll
depart Payson after breakfast on
Saturday morning with instructions to
get us to lunch among the tall pines
near Show Low, and end the day in
Pinetop with an “attitude adjustment” in
the cool White Mountains. Our Awards
Banquet will be held at a very special
80-year old Arizona Landmark and
Steakhouse, along with prizes for all
and the traditional Indian Kachinas for
the winners. Sunday after breakfast will
be on your own to explore the Pinetop
See Rallye on Page 8
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Local Car Events

Join in local events with other car enthusiasts. We happen to have some of
the country’s most active car culture right in our own backyard. Come and
attend one of these and you will most likely find fellow Desert Stars and
their cars at many of these casual events.
Scottsdale Motorsport Gathering
“The country's best Cars and Coffee event!”
The First Saturday of every month 7:00-10:00 AM
Scottsdale 101 Shopping Center
www.scuderiasouthwest.com/smg/
Alpios at Troon - Cars and Coffee
The Second Saturday of every month 7:00-10:00 AM
Villages at Pinnacle Peak
www.facebook.com/carsandcoffeeatpinnaclepeak
Penske Racing Museum - Cars and Coffee Scottsdale
The Third Saturday of every month 8:00-10:00 AM
7125 E. Chauncey Lane
carsandcoffee.com/clubs/scottsdale/
Rallye from page 7

Region or take a different scenic route
home through the dramatic Salt River
Canyon.
This is an all-inclusive weekend package,
and includes two nights hotel, all meals and
refreshments from Friday evening thru
Sunday morning, entry fees at attractions,
and prizes. Not included are your fuel, adult
beverages, and any bribes you feel
appropriate for the Rallyemeisters... We
have secured rooms for the first 14 entries
with attractive pricing of $495.00 per
couple, all in, for the weekend. After those
initial 14 rooms, the price increases $30.
Register now and save $30!
This 2018 version of the Desert Stars’ Fall
Classic Rallye Weekend is now open for
member and guest registration. Please
complete the event form on page 11 and
send it with your check or credit card info to
Debbie Ichiyama at the address provided.
July-Aug 2018
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Tech Trek from page 6

also a built-in fragrance dispenser in the glove box.
On Desert Stars trip to Las Vegas this year, we had the opportunity to spend a weekend and a lots of highway miles to sample
most of the new features. Distronic Adaptive Cruise Control automatically maintains your selected speed and a preset distance
gap between the rear of any vehicle in front of you, even slowing when the car in front slows or another car changes lanes into
the gap. We were surprised to learn that the camera on the rearview mirror reads the speed limit signs and when it detects a
change to a lower speed limit, automatically adjusts the cruise control to the new lower limit. This technology could make
warnings from law-abiding front seat passengers obsolete.
Active Lane Assist uses the car’s cameras and radar to signal the driver that the car is crossing over lane markings or
approaching curbs. The steering wheel vibrates and the car gently applies the brakes on one side of the car to nudge it back to
center. When first experienced, the first reaction is “Aren’t we being just a little picky?” But, over time you come to realize that
perhaps you have gotten a bit sloppy in keeping in a lane and it does make you a better driver.
When you combine the advanced cruise control with the lane assist, plus some other features, you get Drive Pilot, the semiautonomous self-driving mode. Switched on, the car will maintain speed, keep the car centered in the lane, slow for traffic
ahead and switch lanes when you use the turn signal and when the cameras and radar show that the lane is clear. The feature
requires that you regularly place your hands on the steering wheel to let the car know you’re still ready to take control. On the
road to Kingman, the system worked, even on the occasional curve of the highway, but we wonder about the actual utility of
this since it seems more like a very expensive novelty as opposed to a “must have” feature.
While there is still a lot to learn about the car, it only means more time behind the wheel driving around Arizona with the Desert
Stars. By the time the Havasupai Weekend trip comes around in October, we should be well on our way to having our radio
stations set and zeroing in on the perfect interior ambient lighting.
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In the Mirror: 2018 Annual Meeting
Held May 6, 2018
By Debbie Ichiyama

We had another great turnout for our annual meeting luncheon at Tommy Bahamas. The day was perfect, the venue was ideal,
the food was delicious and it was a great opportunity to catch up with fellow members who attended the event.
Following the “mingle” time, we gathered for lunch and were entertained by a slide show recap of the past events and important
club information.
After lunch we had a short business meeting where President Debbie Ichiyama recapped the past year. Activities Director
Karen Manser provided us with a preview of upcoming events this summer and fall. Plaques were presented to the retiring
Directors Bud Cloninger and Matt Crawford.
The election for Officers and new Directors was
then held. The Officers are President Debbie
Ichiyama, Vice President Karen Manser,
Treasurer Dick Sharp and Secretary Don Burton.
New Directors are Ken Borowitz and Susan
Cadis.

Above: Bob Yoder schmoozing around!
Left & Below: Retirement plaques
awarded – they’ll be back
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Registration Information

Herberger Theater Tour & Lunch
July 21, 2018 11:00AM
RSVP via phone or email to: Jim and Debra Larson by July 14, 2018, at 602.549.1949 or dlarsonphx@aol.com
Per person price including service fee:
Up to 49 attendees is $31.25 per person
50 or more attendees is $25.00 per person
May be paid in cash, or by credit card, at the event.

Southwestern Buffet Menu
Cilantro Lime Caesar with Pico de Gallo
Ancho Grazed Beef with Flour Tortillas
Green Chile Chicken Enchiladas
Sonoran Dirty Rice with Black Beans & Corn
Grilled Zucchini & Yellow Squash
Chips & Salsa

Beverage Choice of…
Water or Ice Tea
No host cash bar available

Havasupai Rallye
October 5-7, 2018
Name(s) registering: _____________________________________ Number Attending_______
Address: ______________________________________________________________________
City: State/Prov.: Zip: ____________________________________________________________
Phone No.: ________________________________________________________

Day/ Night

Email Address: ________________________________________________________________
Cost for this event is $495.00 per couple to cover the all-inclusive weekend package.
See article for details.
Make your check payable to: MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to:
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama
6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254
Credit Card payments available: Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535.

July-Aug 2018

Keep your address updated with the
MBCA National Business Office at
(800) 637-2360
Online at http://mbca.org

July-Aug 2018

Update your email address with The National Business Office
Contact our Membership Chair, Debbie Ichiyama, at 480-268-9535 or dichiyama@me.com

SAVE THESE DATES
July 21, 2018
September 15, 2018
October 5-7, 2018
November 3, 2018
November 10, 2018

Sat
Sat
Fri – Sun
Sat
Sat

Herberger Theater Tour & Lunch
“The Art of the Wheel”
Havasupai Rallye
Star Night (Lunch)
Tech Session

Visit us at:
www.desertstars.mbca.org
Like us on Facebook
DesertStarsMBCA
Follow us on Twitter
@MBCADesertStars

