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DESERT STARS SECTION | ARIZONA
MB Enthusiast Dinner
January 19, 2019
By Karen Manser

As car lovers descend on Arizona for the great car
auctions of the valley, we will again celebrate the
classic car auction week with the Mercedes-Benz
Enthusiast Dinner. We will be sporting a new location
for 2019 that hopefully will prove to be the perfect
location for our celebration.
This year’s event will be held on Saturday evening,
January 19, at VENUE 8600, a contemporary event
location located five minutes from WestWorld at 8600 E Anderson Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85255. Activities will
start at 5:30 PM in the generous 200 spot parking area with the viewing and judging of the "People's Choice"
contest featuring MBCA members personal cars.
Following the voting, join us for appetizers and a no-host bar followed by dinner catered by Café Pranzo, one of
the valleys premier catering companies. We will also have our usual program featuring industry experts that will
give their perspectives on the past week's auctions and current state of the classic car market. Bring your
questions and join the discussion. See the related article and information on pages 4 and 5.

Vulture Mine Tour
February 16, 2019, 9:45 AM Check-In
By Todd Bush

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Join your Desert Stars for a tour of the historic Vulture Mine Town. This
guided two-hour tour is not to be missed.
Vulture Mine is a gold mine and abandoned settlement nestled into the
breathtaking landscape of the Sonoran Desert in Arizona. The settlement,
named Vulture City, was established in 1866, and developed to meet the
needs of Arizona's most successful gold mine. The town population quickly
rose to 5,000 residents. From 1863 to 1942, the mine produced 340,000
See Mine on Page 3
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By Debbie Ichiyama

The StarDust Newsletter is published by the MBCA
Desert Stars Section bi-monthly. All rights reserved.
Permission to reprint original articles is expressly
granted to all MBCA Sections.

Another year has passed and another great year for
Mercedes-Benz in 2018.
Congratulations to the entire Mercedes AMG
Petronas team for taking the F1 Constructors Award
for the 5th consecutive year, and to Lewis Hamilton
for his fifth world championship. Awesome season
for all those involved. We look forward to another
winning season next year.

Newsletter Editor:
Matthew Crawford
• Email StarDustMBCA@gmail.com

Mercedes-AMG, as the manufacturer, secured championship titles not only in F1,
but also Formula 2, European Formula 3 and the DTM. In all, a very good year for
Mercedes-Benz racing teams.
A new introduction this year to the US market is the “A” Class which will be
available in the US shortly. The four-door sedan features include modern and
efficient engines, and state-of-the-art driving assistance systems. Check out this
new car and all of the other models at a local dealer. We are lucky to have 5
dealerships to serve us: Schumacher European, Mercedes-Benz of Arrowhead,
Mercedes-Benz of Chandler, Mercedes-Benz of Gilbert, and Mercedes-Benz of
Scottsdale. No matter where in the Valley you live there is a great Mercedes-Benz
dealership near you.
I would like to wish everyone a very Happy New Year and
look forward to seeing you in 2019.
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Welcome our new Members!
October

November

Alcides Alvarado
Jim Boyd
Ted Zemper

Greg Constable
Joseph DeVito
William Koehn
Rob Kopman
Michael Metts
Joan E Miller
Evan Serie
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Mine! from page 1

ounces of gold and 260,000 ounces of silver and has been
credited with founding the town of Wickenburg.
We will learn about the mining that happened in Arizona’s
richest deposit, the story of how Wickenburg came to be, see
an authentic ‘hanging tree’ and the many historical buildings
that made up this mining town. This is one of the most
informational tours that can be had in our beautiful state.
Wear comfortable shoes as this is a walking tour. There are numerous options for lunch in nearby Wickenburg.
Todd can provide information the day of the event. Price of admission is $15 which includes the tour and access
to all of the historical buildings.
There is no need to contact Vulture Mine as Todd has made all the arrangements. Please RSVP to Todd by
February 11 at glamrox92345@yahoo.com or 928-699-7050. We will meet at the site in Vulture City, at or before
9:45 AM and pay admission in person. Please allow time for the drive out. The tours do start promptly at 10 o’clock
sharp!
Driving directions to Vulture City:
Address: 36610 N 355th Ave Wickenburg, AZ 85390
From the intersection of US 60 (Wickenburg Way) and Vulture Mine Road in the town of Wickenburg, turn South
onto Vulture Mine Road (near the Safeway Shopping Center) and travel 12 miles to the mine entrance on the North
(right) side of the Vulture Mine Road. The entrance is ½ mile after mile marker 15. A map can be found here.
From Highway 10 take the exit to N 339th Ave/Hassayampa Road. Follow N. 339th Ave/Hassayampa Road for 2
miles then turn left onto Indian School Road. Take Indian School Road for 3.7 miles then turn right onto N. 355th
Ave. In 13 miles turn right onto Vulture Mine Road and then turn left into Vulture City in approximately 10 miles.

MB of Gilbert Invite
March 2, 2019
By John Goux

The details are being ironed out, but
save Saturday, March 2 in your
calendar for a visit to the still-smellsnew Mercedes-Benz of Gilbert. Our
friends there have invited us to come
in for a club gathering including a tour
and perhaps we will see something on
a lift in the garage and get technicaldirty with it!
Please save the date, and keep your
eyes peeled for information from our
Event email for details on the
specifics.
Note desertstars@desertstars.club as
a “safe” email address so you don’t
miss out!
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Auction Time in The Valley
By Matthew Crawford

It fits that January is the month to see a topdown, million-dollar car, cruising down
Scottsdale Road. That can only mean that it's
Auction Season! We are on sacred auto-ground
this month, and the world is watching. It's in our
own backyard! Take advantage of it. You are in
a car club, go see the best ones IN THE
WORLD.
Your Desert Stars have always celebrated these
awe-inspiring gatherings with our annual
Mercedes-Benz Enthusiast Dinner (see page 1.)
This dinner is a wrap-up for the auctions and a
time to gather and discuss what happened, what we saw out there on the stages. It's also a good way to learn about car
collecting. Leading up to our dinner, the actual auctions - and the spectacle around them - take place, and attending at
least one will be an experience to talk about.
Page 5 has a list of the auctions, dates and locations. Some of these require a ticket to get in (BJ can be up to $45 for
a day pass!) Some can be enjoyed just by arriving at a venue (RM-Sotheby’s has a pretty open campus at The Biltmore.)
This is intended as a rough guide; please search online for details on specific auction entry times, events, and pricing.
A big benefit to you is being a MBCA Desert Stars member. Details are hashed out as we get closer to the days, but we
are typically invited to register for free tours of auctions by club friend, Andy Reid.
Details on these tours are emailed via our Event emails. Keep your eyes out for anything from the
desertstars@desertstars.club email address. If you have any petrol in your blood, you do not want to miss out!

Poker Run
March 23, 2019
By Harman and Susan Cadis

Get ready for some fun Poker Action! Don’t worry you don’t need to bet or bluff
your way to the winner’s circle. Just enjoy the day driving to interesting places and
eating goodies along the way with your friends in Desert Stars.
We have a great event planned – Come explore secret and mysterious (high and
low) places in Arizona while building your Poker Hand (high and low). The winners
and losers will both enjoy a wonderful dinner and prizes at the end.
This is a great event and good time! Plan on Attending! You will not want to miss
the 2019 Poker Run…Put it on your calendar NOW!
For more information contact Harman or Susan at Harman@FocusHOA.com, or
call us at 480-242-8087. More detailed information will be in the March-April issue
of The StarDust, and also emailed as we get closer to the date!
Jan-Feb 2019
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Do you know all of the perks of being a
MBCA Desert Star?

One of the many benefits that your
Desert Stars section of the MercedesBenz Club of America offers you is
complimentary advertising for your
Mercedes-Benz. A while ago the board
decided it was a nice benefit to offer our
members and we are happy to help. If
you have a Mercedes-Benz you are
looking to sell, please contact Ken
Borowitz our advertising Chairman and
he will assist you. See Page 2 for Ken’s
contact information.

Auctions in The Valley
Barrett-Jackson

RM Sotheby's

January 12-20, 2019
Westworld of Scottsdale
16601 North Pima Road
Scottsdale, AZ

January 17-18, 2019
Arizona Biltmore Resort & Spa
2400 East Missouri Avenue
Phoenix, AZ

This is the big one. You've seen it on TV. If you have not been,
you are not prepared for the spectacle and scale of this event.
The cars are from all over: domestic muscle to exotics from
Japan & Europe. You can buy a show car or a driver here.

Gooding & Company
January 18-19, 2019
Scottsdale Fashion Square
4700 N. Scottsdale Road
Scottsdale, AZ

Top-end classic cars. More of a wine and cheese than a bigtop people watching event, the RM Sotheby's auction carries
the best of the best in collector cars. Many of them are not the
kind you want to put miles on. This is not RM's largest auction,
but it is influential.

Bonham's Scottsdale

Like RM-Sotheby’s, there are some few-of-a-kind exotics at
Gooding. Not elusively, but very European, very sleek. Under
a tent.

Russo and Steele
January 16-20, 2019
Salt River Fields at Talking Stick
7555 N Pima Road
Scottsdale, AZ

January 17, 2019
The Westin Kierland Resort & Spa
6902 East Greenway Parkway
Phoenix, AZ
A British auction company, the cars are typically mid-market
collector cars, many Porsches last year. This year features
cars such as a rare 1952 Maserati A6G/2000 Spider, and a
works Lister-Jaguar driven by Sir Sterling Moss.

Worldwide Auctioneers

Founded in Scottsdale 18 years ago, they label themselves
as "The best in European Sports, American Muscle, Hot
Rods, and Customs." The auction is arena style with cars
driven in at ground level with stadium seating. It's a fun watch.

Silver Auctions
January 11-13, 2019
Peoria Sports Complex
16101 N 83rd Ave
Peoria, AZ

January 16, 2019
6460 E McDowell Road
Scottsdale, AZ
With a 20-year history, Worldwide diverse selection of great
motorcars over the years, from vintage racers to European
sports cars, brass era and pre-war cars to select American
muscle and 50's convertibles.

Locally organized, this is not one of the big boys, but it's a
hometown event and it starts off the season early.
Jan-Feb 2019
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M-B.E.A.T.
April 13-14, 2019
By Bob Yoder

The 2018 running of the M-BEAT had a nice mix of people and cars participating.

Hey, hey Desert Stars!! Just to let you know that we are planning next year’s M-B.E.A.T. You know, our annual
Mercedes-Benz European Auto Tour - where we encourage participants to drive a Mercedes but they don’t have to.
Just keep it European, please. This year’s run will take us to Flagstaff on Saturday and Sunday, April 13-14, 2019. It is
time to put it on your calendar so that you can blow the cobwebs out of your Benz after a winter in the garage with little
or no driving activity.
Our tentative plans call for us to meet at 6:30-6:45am at the Denny’s Restaurant at the NE corner of Interstate 17 and
Carefree Highway for breakfast on me! (We want plates, please. – Ed.) Then head out around 7:30-7:45am most likely
on one of the back roads to Prescott through Wickenburg, Kirkland Junction and Skull Valley with lunch at the Asylum
Restaurant in Jerome before continuing on through Old Town Cottonwood and Sedona to Flagstaff.
After exact route details have been set up, arrangements for lunch have been made and we have contracted for a hotel
in Flagstaff to spend the night, a complete description of the run and signup sheet will be announced in the next issue
of The StarDust, the Desert Stars newsletter, as well as through our email event mailings.
If you have questions or suggestions for the run, please give me, Bob, a call or text message at (480) 998-0194.

This could be you….

Jan-Feb 2019
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The Digital Daimler
By John Goux
Contributing Columnist

GLCUL8R! 2019 Mercedes AMG GLC 43/63/63 S

2019 Mercedes AMG GLC 63 S
There is a new Lord of The Ring, Nürburgring! The One to rule them all… AMG’s GLC 63 S.
Thanksgiving morning, wife, kids still asleep, what’s a guy to do? Make candied yams? Nah. If you’re AMG
Development Engineer, Marcus Hofbauer, drive to the Nordschleife to test your GLC 63 S latest design
developments. Oh yeah, and smash the current record for fastest SUV on Earth! By two seconds - on your first try.
Sorry, Stelvio Quadrifolio, Affalterbach did what they said they wouldn’t and ate your lunch.
Only one problem with that scenario, they don’t celebrate Turkey Day in Germany. The rest, gobble-gobble, is
absolutely true. Adding charm to Heir Hofbauer’s blistering run is the fact he looks in the rearview mirror to see if
traffic is sneaking up on him. Set the video to 4:01 and watch his eyes. Frau H. should be proud, he’s fast and safe.
World-record transportation is what some crave for the holidays. Others like their holiday fare sans cranberry sauce.
Enter the basic AMG GLC 63 – if you consider 0-60 in 3.8 seconds mashed potatoes, this may be your dish.
Yet, there’s a little bruder at this Teutonic family feast. Harness
362 Rhenish Coldbloods with 384 lb-ft of windmuhle torque, 060 goes by faster than green jello - 4.7 seconds to get over the
river and through the woods. Athletic profile, Mercedes iconic
Bi-Turbo badge, whisking passengers in luxe cabin, Sport+
sounds like Snap, Crackle and Pop took up residence at the
tailpipes, starting price $56,250, I’d suggest the end of the
table is where the family member is you want to spend time
with.
Pass the GLC 43 a drumstick!

2019 Mercedes AMG GLC 43

LINKS:
In Mercedes comfort, at some points all you hear is wind rush, marvel as AMG’s GLC 63 S owns the Nurburgring,
7:49:369. “AMG - Driving Performance”, indeed!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_dzBY8KAbKA
“A gnat’s nose between them!” Roman Mica of TFL on cross-shopping the AMG GLC 43 vs. Audi’s SQ5, “If you’re a
Mercedes guy or gal, get the [Mercedes] that you love!”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zgpQiTHYT0o
One look at Matt Maran’s face of Matt Maran Motoring, 8:51, will tell you exactly why some buyers will want the GLC 63.
Classic “Matt Is Impressed” face!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d5GQLcZd558
(Alternatively, you can watch these videos on YouTube searching for “Record Lap - Mercedes-AMG GLC 63”, “2018 Audi
SQ5 vs Mercedes-AMG GLC43” and “Maran Review: 2018 Mercedes-AMG GLC63”, respectively.)
Jan-Feb 2019
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In the Mirror: Holiday Party
Held December 2, 2018
By Debbie Ichiyama

We had an awesome turnout for this year’s Holiday Party and want to thank all who attended. It was good to meet
new members and catch up with everyone.
The new venue this year, McCormick Ranch Golf Club was a hit. After a delicious meal, we proceeded with our tradition
of recognizing our member anniversaries. Resident Emcee, Chuck Stanford, presented the anniversary recognition
pins to the recipients who were in attendance. This year’s recipients were Larry & Catherine Bryson 5 years, Kettisha
Colon-Villareal 5 years, Michael & Ruth Mc Bride 5 years, Robert Mosley 10 years, Stuart Thorn 10 years, Robert St.
John & Melanie Searle 15 years, Jim & Barb Boyle 20 years and Steve Jensen & Karen Manser 20 years.
Congratulations to all.
This year’s Member of the Year Award went to Karen Manser in appreciation for all her hard work and dedication to
the club. All her hard work helps make the club the success it is.
Thanks to all who brought toys for the 2018 Toy Drive, which were delivered to the Scottsdale Fire Department. Once
again, the firemen were impressed by all toys collected and they expressed their gratitude for all the club’s efforts.
Our other fund raiser was a 50/50 raffle to benefit Ronald McDonald House. Don & Brynn Burton won the raffle and
Ronald McDonald House was very thankful for the donation. Thanks to all who brought toys and raffle tickets. It is
really an honor to be associated with a giving and caring group of people.
I would also like to thank the staff at the McCormick Ranch Golf Club. They did a great job.

Above: Members await their
numbers being called to hope
for an early go at the gift table!
Above, right: Karen Manser
being awarded the Member of
the Year plaque.
Choices….
Jan-Feb 2019
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Top Left-to-right: Robert
Mosley, Kettisha ColonVillareal, Rich Schulte,
Michael and Ruth
McBride.
Left Jim and Barb Boyle
Right: Steve Jensen and
Karen Manser

Above: Stuart Thorn
Right:
Robert St. John and
Melanie Searle

Jan-Feb 2019
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In the Mirror: Tech Session
Held November 10, 2018
By Bud Cloninger

There was electricity in the air as members gathered at M. B. Motors for our annual technical session. This year’s
subject was about electric and hybrid powered vehicles. On display for members to inspect and investigate were
two all-electric Tesla Model S’s and a Toyota Prius hybrid.
The session started out with the history of the electric car from the late 1800’s all the way though to their demise
in the 1920’s. We fast forwarded to the 70’s gas shortage and to the re-invention of hybrids and the electric car.
Owners of the cars on display talked about their owner experience with the electric and hybrid cars. They also
answered other members’ questions about them as well as demonstrated some of the unique features of their
cars technology. After a wonderful BBQ lunch, members tinkered with the Tesla’s on board displays and the Prius
gasoline-hybrid engine.

Jan-Feb 2019
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Below: Members spent time learning from the
session as well as talking with each other.
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Registration Information

MB Enthusiast Auction Dinner
Saturday, January 19, 2019
Please Register and Pay by January 10, 2019
Name(s) registering: _____________________________________ Number Attending_______
“People’s Choice Car Show” Car You Would Like to Show at the Dinner: ________________________
Phone No.: _______________________________Day/ Night

Email Address: ___________________________________

$65.00 per person. No-host bar.
Make your check payable to: MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to:
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama
6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254
Credit Card payments available: Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535.

Local Car Events
Come and attend one of these gatherings and you will most likely find fellow
Desert Stars and their cars at many of these casual events.
MBCA | Desert
Stars Members
SL’s. Left one is
John’s, right one
is Alex’s.

1st Saturday: Scottsdale Motorsport Gathering 7:00-10:00 AM Scottsdale 101
Shopping Center
www.scuderiasouthwest.com/smg/
2nd Saturday: Alpios at Troon - Cars and Coffee 7:00-10:00 AM Villages at
Pinnacle Peak
www.facebook.com/carsandcoffeeatpinnaclepeak
3rd Saturday: Penske Racing Museum - Cars and Coffee Scottsdale 8:00-10:00
AM 7125 E. Chauncey Lane
carsandcoffee.com/clubs/scottsdale/

Jan-Feb 2019

Keep your address updated with the
MBCA National Business Office at
(800) 637-2360
Online at http://mbca.org

Jan-Feb 2019

Update your email address with The National Business Office
Contact our Membership Chair, Debbie Ichiyama, at 480-268-9535 or dichiyama@me.com

SAVE THESE DATES
January 11-20, 2019
January 19, 2019
February 16, 2019
March 2, 2019
March 23, 2019
April 13-14, 2019
May 5, 2019

Misc.
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat
Sat-Sun
Sun

Auction Month
MB Enthusiast Dinner
Vulture Mine Tour
Mercedes-Benz of Gilbert
Poker Run
M-Beat Rallye
Annual Meeting & Luncheon

Visit us at:
www.desertstars.mbca.org
Like us on Facebook
DesertStarsMBCA
Follow us on Twitter
@MBCADesertStars

