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Holiday Luncheon & Membership 
Recognition 

Sunday, December 6, 2015 at Noon 
By Matthew Crawford 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, the holidays are here! (I tried to warn 

you…)  Thanksgiving is in a few weeks, Hanukkah is a week 

and-a-half afterwards, and Christmas two weeks behind 

that… then New Year’s… Oh my! But you must clear the 6
th
 

of December because the Desert Stars Annual Holiday Party 

- with the always important Member Anniversary recognition 

celebration – is here! It is time to reflect back on 2015 as we 

spend time with friends and fellow members catch up, and 

welcome in the spirit of the holidays. 

We had such a wonderful time last year, and once again, 

Tommy V’s Urban Kitchen and Bar in Old Town Scottsdale, 

is being opened up exclusively for us by Zoran Klisara, 

proprietor. We will have the whole place to ourselves, with its 

own parking lot right in front of the restaurant. (No need to 

hunt for parking spaces in Old Town!). We will enjoy a private 

Tech Session: Airpark Collision Center 

By John & Roberta Phin 

Saturday, November 14, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. 

“Things that go bump in the night.” Most Desert Stars members 

have had the misfortune at some time of receiving a parking lot 

door ding, a crunched fender, curbed wheel or “road rash”. 

Airpark Collision Center of Scottsdale is a full-service body and 

refinish facility, and they will have samples, materials, and 

physical examples to share with our group regarding their 

specialties. Their staff will present a comprehensive Technical 

Session depicting a step-by-step repair of a panel, an analysis 

of the opportunities and limitations of “paint-less dent removal”, 

a discussion of finish care in general, installation and 

capabilities of “clear bras”, the possibilities of alloy wheel repair 

and refinishing and perhaps most important, repair versus 

Please see Bump on page 2 

 

Please see Christmas on page 3 

 

Mercedes-Benz Enthusiasts Dinner 
Saturday, January 30, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. 

By John & Roberta Phin 

 Sometimes a good thing MUST be repeated. And if possible, 

improved!  Last year the Desert Stars celebrated Auction Week 

in the Valley by coming together for the Mercedes-Benz 

Enthusiast dinner at Maggiano’s Little Italy; and we are planning 

to build on the success of last year’s venue and program.  We 

will again have a beautiful private dining “room with a view” at 

Maggiano’s, and Schumacher European Mercedes-Benz will 

bring new Mercedes-Benz for us to explore.  We will also feature 

an expanded display of member’s exemplar cars.  Andy Reid of 

Haydenwood Insurance Agency, Inc. and Dave Tobin of the SL 

Market Letter will return to provide us with insight and inside 

information on the cars and the week’s auction events.  Also, 

behind the scenes tours are being planned during the auction 

Please see Enthusiast on page 4 
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By Debbie Ichiyama 
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Desert Stars Section Officers and Board Members 

Hard to believe another year has gone by and what a 
great year it has been for the Desert Stars.  We have 
had some fantastic events, created a lot of memories 
and made new friends.  Next year promises to be as 
good if not better. 

I look forward to seeing you at the Holiday Party 
(details in the Newsletter); it is a great opportunity to 
recap the year and get a preview of what is coming up 
for next year and mingle with your fellow members. 

I would like to extend a special welcome to all the new members who joined our 
family of Club Members this past year.  It has been great to see new folks coming 
out to events and getting to meet them.   

 We have an awesome group of people who work hard to ensure the success of 
the club.  Thank you to all. 

Wishing everyone a very Happy Holiday Season.  Stay safe. 

September 
Roslyn Atwood 

Michael Mahler 

Larry Ragland 

Anthony Smith 

Update your email address with The 
National Business Office 

Contact our Membership Chair, Debbie 
Ichiyama, at 480-268-9535 or 

dichiyama@me.com 

replace decisions and also strategies for negotiating with insurance companies to 

assure that OE or at least, OEM parts, are utilized and thus assure vehicle value 

is maintained.  

The session will start at 9:00 a.m. and a catered lunch will be served at noon. 

Airpark Collision Center is a long-term supporter of the Desert Stars and is 

located at 7333 E. Butherus Drive, Suite A-200 in Scottsdale. RSVP before 

November 7th to John and Roberta Phin at 480-272-8851 or jgphin@cox.net. 

The cost is $15 per person to cover the luncheon. Complete the registration form 

in this issue (page 8) and send your check payable to MBCA Desert Stars, or to 

pay by credit card call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 

Saturday 11/14 at 9 a.m. ∙ Airpark Collision Center  

 

Bump from Page 1 
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Volunteers Needed! AZ Concours 
By Chuck Stanford 

The Arizona Concours d’Elegance, January 24, 2016 at the 
Arizona Biltmore Hotel is looking for volunteers to help as 
class and entrant hosts and in various day-of-event roles 
including hospitality, field management and the awards 
ceremony. Call Chuck at 602-549-4789 or go to 
www.ArizonaConcours.com where you can apply on-line. 

pok·er run  /ˈpōkər rən/   noun  1. An annual event of fun with the Desert Stars.   
          2. A cause for relationship re-evaluation. 

By Penny Bonomo, under the influence of Terry Horne 

Poker Run 

 

What's a "Poker Run"? That's what I asked when Terry approached me with the 

idea of us helping with this year's event. Well, I googled it and found out it has 

more to do with having fun, hanging with friends, and driving your car around 

town then it does with playing cards! 

This year we will start the fun at Mercedes-Benz of Chandler, where entrants will 

pick up their score cards and draw their first card for their "hand". Another card 

will be drawn and scored at each of the next 3 (yet to be determined) stops, that 

will run throughout the Southeast Valley. The last card will be drawn at our final 

stop......DINNER! And it will be held at an iconic valley restaurant. We will tally 

the final scores and the holder of the winning "hand" disclosed. Come and have 

some fun with fellow Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts, and try your hand (pun 

intended) at winning a prize! 

Christmas from Page 1 

Saturday, February 20, 2016 

Terry didn’t know it, but he was thinking of 

the Poker Run at the time….  

bartender and a specialized menu. 

Should you wish to take advantage of the location, the 

restaurant is perfectly suited for an afternoon of holiday 

shopping. Nearby are all of the local Western and Arizona 

themed stores for you to pick up a gift or two for friends and 

family. 

Important information!  All 5-year incremental anniversary 

celebrants must attend in order to receive anniversary 

recognition pins (or must provide a really good excuse for not 

being there!) So we want to see you! See page 4 for the list of 

eligible members. 

Oh, don’t forget we are collecting for Toys for Tots so please 

bring an un-wrapped gift!  

Please see Registration form for details on page 10. Make this 

holiday season a special one by joining your friends in the 

Desert Stars Mercedes-Benz club. If you want more info 

please contact Debbie Ichiyama at 480-268-9535. 

Sunday, December 6 at Noon ∙ Tommy V’s Urban Kitchen & 

Bar ∙ 7303 E Indian School Road 
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Member Anniversary Recognition at the Holiday Party 

week and will be available for Mercedes-Benz Enthusiast Dinner 

participants.  

This year we are reaching out to other MBCA members from other 

sections and regions. Car enthusiasts from around the world descend 

on Arizona every January because we have some of the world’s best 

collector car auctions, and the 3
rd

 Annual Arizona Concours 

d’Elegance on January 24 as well.  We are planning to bring together 

local and visiting Enthusiasts who are here in our beautiful “Valley of 

the Sun”. So plan to meet some new folks, knowing we all share the 

same love and enthusiasm for Mercedes-Benz and other great cars. 

Last year’s total collector car Arizona auction sales hit a new record of 

$293 Million!!!  What will this year bring?  There will be a lot to 

celebrate and discuss at the dinner. 

Join us at 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, January 30 at Maggiano’s Little Italy, 

16405 N. Scottsdale Road, Scottsdale, AZ. The family style dinner 

includes two appetizers, two salads, two pasta dishes, two entrees, 

and two desserts, plus ciabatta rolls, coffee, hot or cold tea, and 

sodas, all for $55 per person. And we will switch up the menu 

offerings for dinner to give you variety, while still offering the wonderful 

veal dish we enjoyed last year. The registration form is included in this 

newsletter and we require your paid registration by January 20, 2016. 

Call John and Roberta Phin at 480-272-8851 for more information.  

John and Roberta will make the arrangements at Maggiano’s; please 

do not call the restaurant.  

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Saturday, January 30 at 5:30 PM ∙ Maggiano’s Little Italy  

 

Enthusiast from Page 1 

Above, left: Andy Reid, Classic Car Insurance Guru 

at Haydenwood Insurance 

Above, right: Dave Tobin, Editor at the SL Market 

Letter, Mercedes-Benz Internet Sales Manager 

40 Years 

Phil Hammond 
Manfred Pfeiffer 
 
35 Years 

James (Jim) Friesen 
Edward Zuchowski 
 
30 Years 

Pat Toombs 
Robert (Bob) Yoder 
 
25 Years 

Erich Meurer 

Harry Scaggs 
Chuck Stanford 
 
 

20 Years 
Paul Curtis 
David Ellithorpe 
Carl Reichert 
 
15 Years 
C Ayers 
Edward Flinn 
Sharon Hamilton 
Michael Matheis 
Susie Mitchell 
 
10 Years 
Ali Afsharha 
Jorge Alandia 
Dan Baltz 
Gunther Bauerlein 
Ronald Blair 
Ron Borino 

10 Years (cont.) 
Stephen Gay 

Bogumil Horchem 

Jarmo Kivinen 

David MacKenney 

Michael Mooney 

Lisa Mundt 

Viola Nolan 

Claudia Owens 

Mike Purcell 

Jerry Rosen 

James Spacek 

John Teichgraeber 

William Thornton 

Dave  Woods 
 
 
 

5 Years 
Evan Bauer 
Bob Bolyard 
Tim Hensley 
Frank House 
John Kirchhefer 
Raymond McKiernan 
Regina Miskewitz 
Jack Moffett 
Mamiko Odegard 
Henry Ohlinger 
Jim Randall 
Carol Schaefer 
David Schulz 
Peter Tekampe 
Diane Thomson 
Tammy Tiziano 
Rob Watts 
Donald Wharry 
Doris Wigington 



 
 

TheStarDust 
 

Page 5 

  

In this edition of our “Sponsor Spotlight” article, we take a 
closer look at Finishing Touch Body Shop, located at 16940 E 
Colony Drive in Fountain Hills.   

Finishing Touch Body Shop was founded by Glenn and Valerie 
Roberts in 1980. Day-to-day operations are handled by 
Matthew Tilden whom we will be talking with today. 

Q:  Matthew, what is the main focus at Finishing Touch? 

A:  Our main focus is to provide the highest quality repair 
experience to all of our customers regardless of size or cost. 

Q:  Tell us about the history of Finishing Touch 

A:  Glenn started the company 35 years ago after moving to 
Fountain Hills from Detroit.  The Scottsdale Ferrari dealership 
was one of his first clients. A strong attention to detail 
necessary for the repair and restoration of exotic Ferraris, 

Sponsor Spotlight 
By Ken Borowitz 

collector, and racing cars transitioned into providing high quality repairs regardless of make or model. 

Q:  Any special qualifications the Finishing Touch Body Shop has? 

A:  The staff attends ongoing industry training to keep our skills fresh and up to date.  We have the latest equipment to work on the newest 
models since technology changes all the time.  

Q:  Besides normal collision repair projects, are there any other special products or services you provide? 

A:   Over the past 35 years, we have developed a relationship with owners who are looking to prepare their vehicles for various auctions.  
Finishing Touch has an enviable portfolio of restoration and repairs to historically significant automobiles.  

Q:  Is there anything that Mercedes Benz owners should consider when deciding on a repair center for their vehicle?  

A:  As with any consumer decision, shop around, do your homework, and get referrals.  Mercedes Benz owners are a special group, and so 
are their cars.  We hope MB owners will talk to others that have worked with us, and will entrust us with their next repair or restoration 
project.   

Q:  Tell us more about yourselves, and what you like to do away from the shop? 

A:   Glenn is a big car collector himself, with an emphasis on the DeTomaso Pantera and many of the early Mazda models such as the Cosmo.  
I joined the team in 1997 after a decade in the collision and repair industry.  My free time is split between family and working on my own 
Toyota Land Cruiser restoration projects. Cars play a big part in the life of all employees at the Finishing Touch Body Shop.  

Q:  What are the most interesting Benz and non-Benz projects that you’ve done? 

A:  We were part of the Shelby Cobra Super Snake project that sold for 
$5.5 million in 2007. The Ford GT 40 serial number 1074 which sold at 
Monterey in 2014 for 11 million and the 1958 Ferrari California Spyder 
sold during the 2014 Arizona auction week for nearly $9 million. These 
were really special for us and we are proud to have been part of these 
projects.  Right now, we happen to have a Mercedes W113 body 280SL 
in the shop for some brightening.   

Q:  What are your business hours? 

A:  We are open Monday thru Friday from 8am to 5pm.  Special 
arrangements can be made, just give us a call. 

Q:  Anything else you want our MBCA members to know? 

A:  We work directly with all insurance companies on collision claims so 
that our client’s experience is as painless as possible. We strive to have 
the best quality on all projects, and will do everything we can to ensure 
they are satisfied with our workmanship. 

Finishing Touch can be reached at 480-837-3355, or email them at 
ftbshop@qwestoffice.net.  Be sure to check them out on the web at 
http://www.finishingtouchaz.com 

Thank You Glenn, Valerie, and Matthew for your continued support of 
MBCA and Desert Stars! 
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In The Mirror: Havasupai 2015 
September 18-20, 2015 

By Ron Borino 

Above: The Zane Gray Cabin & Museum 

Above: One of the many beautiful sights 

along the way. 

 

This year's Havasupai was a fabulous event. The planning team consisted of John Hutchison putting together clues in conjunction 

with myself, Don Burton who planned the lodging and dinner in Sedona and Rhonda Borino who selected the hotel and restaurant 

in Payson as well as the restaurant in Camp Verde.  Our time spent running the route in rain, sleet, snow, and fog to pick up clues, 

fine tuning the actual route, selecting restaurants and places to stay, paid-off big time for the participants this year.  Activities 

started Friday evening with a get together event which began after a leisurely and scenic drive up the Beeline Highway from 

Phoenix in to Payson.  After checking into the hotel, folks gathered at the El Rancho Restaurant for libations, generous appetizers 

and a break from the valley heat. A general announcement, was made and instructions were handed out informing the participants 

as to the time and when and where to meet the next morning. The rest of the evening was spent with couples getting together for 

dinner or drinks and general social activities. 

The next morning after breakfast the participants were lined up in the 

hotel parking lot in their cars.  One by one each car was provided some 

last minute instructions and a goodie bag of snacks and water to get 

everyone to lunch. As the cars were released on the route participates 

were immediately greeted with clues. The route from the hotel to the 

Zane Grey cabin was relatively short. At the Zane Grey stop, prior to 

going on an information packed tour of the cabin the participants all had 

their pictures taken by Mark Ichiyama. The participants were gathered 

up and taken on a tour by one of the museum docents.  John Hutchison 

and Don Burton stayed with the group to ensure that everyone got a 

chance to hear the presentation on Zane Grey.  After the cabin tour the 

cars were dispatched to continue the rest of the east side of the route.  

As they left the parking lot each car was handed an envelope which 

was not to be opened until the car passed through Pine. The 

participants proceeded along the route again seeking answers to 

questions or looking for picture clues. 

The route from Payson went through Pine and then Strawberry on highway 87 and climbs up to just over 7000’ through some very 

scenic pine forest and rock formations. Once out of Strawberry the clues become a bit sparse which is when the participants were 

directed to open the envelope that was handed to them at Zane Grey cabin. In each envelope were questions about Zane Grey, his 

books, the cabin, etc. These questions gave the participants another opportunity to remember the time they spent in the Zane Grey 

cabin [and probably curse the Rally master]. At one point the participants were directed to turn on the highway 260 and head for 

Camp Verde via the General Crook Trail. Once at that altitude the highway starts a decent in to Camp Verde to 3,153' which is all 

pretty scenic as we dropped out of the pines and back to the high desert. 
Please see Havasupai on page 7 
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In Camp Verde everyone stopped for lunch at the Verde Cafe where they handed in the first phase answers and relaxed with a 

nice meal and conversation. As folks finished lunch they headed back out for the second phase of the route. From Camp Verde 

they headed off towards Cottonwood again looking for clues and pictures.  Even with all of the planning the unexpected happened 

as participants came in to Cottonwood. There was a motorcycle event and the entire main street was blocked off for the thousands 

of motorcycles that were in attendance. Fortunately, the city had installed a nice little detour which, although eliminated some 

clues, for most participants put them right back on track and on the route. From Cottonwood the participants proceeded to 

Clarksdale and then back through Cottonwood on Mingus Avenue and across the Verde River. 

Upon getting up the hill to highway 89A folks preceded to the Mago Gardens for a few more clues. Upon getting those it was back 

on 89A and off to Cornville on highway 30 and Arizona's north central wine country. A nice drive through Page Springs on highway 

50 brought everyone back out to highway 89A. Folks headed north on 89A picking up just a few more clues on the way to the 

Summit Resort, our destination for the evening.  This resort took Don Burton considerable skill and patience to set up and negotiate 

a palatable rate. It was simply well done but Don hadn't finished yet. His selection of the Mariposa Restaurant for the awards 

banquet was an incredible dining experience. The food was spectacular with Argentinian appetizer, gazpacho soup or salad, 

selections of meat, fish and fowl on the main menu cooked with subtle hints of Argentinean spices and a desert tray to top off a 

wonderful meal. The wine was flowing quite freely, the conversation, camaraderie and service staff was simply delightful.  At one 

point in the evening the Mariposa's owner, and chef extraordinaire, Lisa Dahl came out to greet the group. 

Oh, you might be wondering who won this year! Well the Havasupai dinner Master of Ceremonies was none other than Rhonda 

Borino. Rhonda provided some aesthetically pleasing, light entertainment as she announced the point spreads and the winners of 

this year's event. There were four Kachinas of various sizes awarded for 4th through 1st place. The fourth place couple was Larry 

& Catherine Bryson. Third place was Ken & Lori Borowitz.  Second place was Richard and Mindy Sharp.  Finally, first place went to 

a very deserving Chuck and Ava Stanford. This year's Havasupai is now in the books and it did not disappoint in the way of a great 

weekend. 

Havasupai  from Page 6 

Above, clockwise: Rally Winners! 

First Place, Chuck & Ava Stanford 

Second Place, Richard and Mindy Sharp 

Third Place, Ken & Lori Borowitz 

Fourth Place, Larry & Catherine Bryson 

ka·chi·na  /kəˈCHēnə/  noun  

1) a deified ancestral spirit in the 

mythology of Pueblo Indians. 

2) a small carved figure 

representing a kachina spirit. 
 

See more photos from Havasupai on the 
website at http://desertstars.mbca.org/ 
under Event Reports. 
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SPECIAL ARIZONA TWO YEAR “EVENT” 

This page is reprinted with the permission of 

the Chaparral Section. I thought this sounds 

like a great program!      –Editor 
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Tech Session: Airpark Collision Center 

November 14, 2015  

Please Register and Pay by November 7, 2015 
 

Name(s) registering: _____________________________________   Number Attending_______ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

City: State/Prov.: Zip: ___________________________________________________________ 

Phone No.: _______________________________Day/ Night  Email Address: ___________________________________ 

$15.00 per person. Registration Fee includes lunch. 

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: 
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama 

6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

Credit Card payments available:  Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 

 

Holiday Party & Luncheon 

December 6, 2015  

Please Register and Pay by December 1, 2015 
 

Name(s) registering: _____________________________________   Number Attending_______ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

City: State/Prov.: Zip: ___________________________________________________________ 

Phone No.: _______________________________Day/ Night  Email Address: ___________________________________ 

$45.00 per person. Registration Fee includes lunch. 

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: 
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama 

6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

Credit Card payments available:  Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 

 

Mercedes-Benz Enthusiasts Dinner 

January 30, 2016  

Please Register and Pay by January 20, 2016* 
 

Name(s) registering: _____________________________________   Number Attending _______ 

Address: _____________________________________________            “Exemplar Car” You Would Like to Show: 

City: State/Prov.: Zip: ___________________________________ _____________________________________ 

Phone No.: _______________________________Day/ Night  Email Address: ___________________________________ 

$55.00 per person. Registration Fee includes dinner and open forum car collector expert discussion. 
*Late? Or for questions call John or Roberta Phin 480-272-8851 

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: 
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama 

6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

Credit Card payments available:  Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 
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  In The Mirror: Desert Stars Death Valley Adventure October 16-18, 2015 

By John Hutchison with Mindy Sharp 

 

Fourteen Desert Stars members were brave enough to sign up for the Adventure led by our guide Dick Sharp. Except for periods 

of moderate to heavy rain, the leg from the Greater Phoenix area to Boulder City, NV was uneventful; no speeding arrests were 

reported. On arrival, and after checking into our hotel, we went to Hemenway Valley Park nearby; an ideal setting to meet and 

greet other Adventure participants. We enjoyed refreshments, snacks, the great view of Lake Mead and sunset as well as the 

large herd of Bighorn Sheep that regularly come down from the mountains to water and graze. 

As you may not remember, Boulder City was founded in a harsh desert environment in 1931 with its sole reason for existence to 

house workers that were contracted to build Hoover Dam (more commonly known as Boulder Dam from 1933-1947) on the 

Colorado River.  Those people hoping to work on the dam had begun to settle in tents along the river once the precise site for the 

dam was chosen.  Because of the size and expected duration of the project, construction of a “semi-permanent” town was decided 

upon by the Bureau of Reclamation. The town was planned to house approximately 5000 male workers, so initially there were no 

schools, parks or other conveniences.  Now it is a full-fledged town, and is one of two in Nevada where gambling was prohibited. 

On Saturday morning, with a light rain and low hanging clouds, we all caravanned under a beautiful rainbow to Death Valley, 

bypassing Las Vegas toward Pahrump, and then, after taking back roads, crossed into California at Death Valley Junction. As we 

entered the National Park we passed through numerous washes with standing water.  At the junction of 190 the water appeared to 

be very deep and asking for a volunteer to lead us through, Bob Yoder jumped to the task in his ML 63 AMG. 

Death Valley is the hottest and driest of all the National Parks!! A series of Native American groups inhabited the area from as 

early as 7000 BC, most recently the Timbisha around 1000 AD. The tribes migrated between winter camps in the valley and 

summer grounds in the mountains.  A group of European Americans that became stuck in the valley in in 1849 while looking for a 

shortcut to the gold fields gave the valley its name, even though only one from their group died there.  Although there have been a 

Please see Death Valley on page 12 
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number of gold and silver “boomtowns” during the 19th Century, they are all long gone.  The only long-term profitable ore to be 

mined was borax which was transported out of the valley with twenty-mule teams.  Death Valley National Monument was declared 

in 1933 and was substantially expanded and became a National Park in 1994. It is now the largest National Park in the contiguous 

48 States with a total area of more than 3.3 million acres (5000+ square miles). They serve more than a million visitors per year. 

Our first stop was Dante’s Peak viewpoint, which at 5500+ feet elevation, is the highest viewpoint in the Park.  We had an 

unobstructed view of the southern half of the Park and also of Badwater Basin. Badwater is the lowest elevation - at 282 feet 

below sea level - in the U.S. Directly below us beautiful, white puffy clouds rimmed the basin presenting spectacular views.  As 

one gazed in a 360 degree turn at the viewpoint, every view was different and inspiring.  Our next discovery followed by driving a 

short distance to Zabriski Point (near sea level) where there was an easy and interesting walking path to its viewpoint.  We had an 

excellent view of the “Badlands”, the uplifted remains of a lake bed whose sediments were deposited 5-10 million years ago! 

We stopped for lunch at Furnace Creek Ranch and enjoyed a genuine “wrangler” buffet and a visit to the general store.  In this 

area there is also a motel, the Park Visitor Center and an interesting Borax Museum. 

After lunch, our next stop was down into Badwater Basin.  We walked out into the vast open basin, where there is some water, but 

which looks almost like a dry lake bed totally coated in a white salty crust. 

Our next stop was the Golden Canyon Interpretive Trail and then to the Visitor Center for a great movie presentation in their 

theatre and to view the exhibits that described how Death Valley began and has been constantly changing over the years. 

Viewing the Sand Dunes (Near Stovepipe Wells) surprised everyone because of the fine sand, which is almost like powder. The 

Death Valley from Page 11 

Please see Death Valley on page 13 
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Rare 1985 Mercedes 500SL Euro Model Conv. with two tops and 5.0 
liter V8. Nautical Blue with grey Leather interior. Excellent condition and 
all service records, 142K miles. $10K. call Bob at 480-998-0194 

area interestingly resembled a movie scene of the Sahara 

Desert. 

At the end of the day, we ended up at Stovepipe Wells 

Village. Lucky for all, it had the Badwater Saloon to 

quench our thirst, leading up to a wonderful catered dinner 

in the Tollroad Restaurant. 

We didn’t see the entire Park because of our limited time. 

Scotty’s Castle, dinner at the Furnace Creek Inn, 

Emigrant, Artist’s Palette, Natural Bridge, The Devil’s Golf 

Course, Twenty-Mule Team Canyon and other sites need 

to be explored whenever we can arrange another trip to 

this fascinating and diverse park. 

Everyone agreed that the tour was unique and beautiful 

and it changed many impressions of the area that 

everyone had prior to the trip.  We all extend our thanks to 

Dick and Mindy Sharp for organizing and leading this 

adventure to one of the high points in the U.S. National 

Park system. 

See the pictures that have been submitted of our 

experience by the attendees, and be assured that 

everyone came back alive. 
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Keep your address updated with the 
MBCA National Business Office at 

(800) 637-2360 
Online at http://mbca.org 

 

November 14, 2015 

December 6, 2015 

January 30, 2016 

February 20, 2016 

March TBD, 2016 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Saturday 

Saturday 

TBD 

Tech Session hosted by Airpark Collision 

Holiday Party 

MB Enthusiast Dinner 

Annual Poker Run 

Show Off Your Car Show 

SAVE THESE DATES!!! 

Visit us at: 
www.desertstars.mbca.org 

 “Like” us on Facebook 
DesertStarsMBCA 

Follow us on Twitter 
@MBCADesertStars 
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Vision Tokyo Concept 

http://mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DesertStarsMBCA
http://www.twitter.com/@MBCADesertStars

