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Chaco Canyon National Park 

By Dick Sharp and Matthew Crawford 

 

October 17-19, 2014 

 In addition to its spectacular archaeological resources, Chaco Canyon National Park is naturally significant as one of the few protected 

areas in the San Juan Basin. It is an island of biodiversity and a preserve to plants and wildlife that have been significantly affected by 

grazing, mineral extraction, and other land-use activities in the surrounding area. 

The fauna found here includes elk, deer, bobcats, rabbits, badgers, porcupines, bats, snakes, lizards and other amphibians, and 

diverse bird populations. A number of ecosystems comprise the canyon vegetation, including pinyon-juniper woodlands, riparian with 

cottonwood and willow, and other numerous scrub and wildflower communities. 

This trip will be pay on your own with two nights at the historic route 66 hotel the El Rancho which has large rooms and was the place 

where many movie stars stayed when filming westerns. Chaco Culture National Park in NW New Mexico is remotely located and… 

United States Grand Prix Watch Party at Tanzy 

Mercedes-Benz and the United States have long histories of involvement in international 

Grand Prix racing.  As you have seen in the STAR magazine, Mercedes was amongst the 

earliest winners of international automobile competition.  Similarly, early international 

competitions such as the Vanderbilt Cup Races were held on a variety of venues in the 

U.S.  Over the years, the U.S Grand Prix races have been held at Sebring, FL, Riverside 

and Long Beach, CA, Watkins Glen, NY, Detroit, MI, Las Vegas, NV, Phoenix, AZ (of all 

places!), Indianapolis, IN and now, Austin, TX where the event seems to have achieved the 

international recognition and financial stability the sponsors of this incredibly expensive 

sport require.  One can see a parallel in Mercedes’ involvement which was intense in the 

early years of the sport, intense again in the politically charged years leading up… 

Sat & Sun, September 13-14, 2014 

By John and Roberta Phin 

Havasupai Weekend 
 September 13-14, 2014 

By John and Roberta Phin and Bud Cloninger 

 
Havasupai is the premier Desert Stars event of 

the year!!  Have you returned your registration 

form yet? This year the event is “have-it-your-

way” Havasupai, and the registration form 

provides for you to select one or more or all of the 

options. 

On Saturday, September 13, we start with a 

“competitive driving” event at the Octane indoor 

go-cart track.  You can zip around the track and 

Please see Havasupai  on page 4 

 

show fellow Desert Stars just how “on the edge” you can be, or just watch and cheer your favorite racer on! The light weight chassis go 

carts feature a center mounted 10,000 RPM electric motor - good for 45 MPH! - and proper disc brakes with LED brake lights to reign the 

speed in. There will be prizes awarded and we will have a “spectator” area with snacks for the folks who choose not to drive. We will 

meet at Octane Raceway at 1 PM, 9119 E. Indian Bend Rd, Scottsdale. Racers must be licensed, at least 4’6” tall and race with closed-

toe shoes; pants are recommended (rather than skirts or shorts).  Price for driving is $27 per person, price for spectator area snacks and 

NO driving is $7 per person. 

Dinner Saturday evening will be at the nearby Orange Sky restaurant at Talking Stick Resort. The food is excellent and the view 

Racers are allowed to bring their own race 
gear which may include their own race suit, 
full face helmet, driving gloves, rib 
protector, and racing shoes.  Subject to 
inspection and must conform to minimum 
industry safety standards. 

Please see F1  on page 5 

 

(Hint: First rallye instructions lay within…) 

Please see Chaco  on page 4 
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Desert Stars Section Officers and Board Members 

More Than a Car 

We’re a Community℠ 

New Members, “Welcome!” 
 

 

June 
Tom Gregory  
Michael Guzzo  
Bob Hale  
James Parker  
 

July 
Christopher Hall  
James Parker  
John Truttman 

With the coming of the fall season, we can look 

forward to cooler temperatures, the kids back in 
school, the World Series, football, new 
television shows and the arrival of a lot of new 
Mercedes-Benz models at our local 
dealerships.   

This fall, Mercedes-Benz will have several new 
cars like the new C Class, the GLA250 
Compact SUV crossover and the AMG GLA45 
which has the most powerful production 4 

President’s Message 
By Debbie Ichiyama 

cylinder engine ever built and is the 2014 International Engine of the Year.   Other 
new models include the S-Class Coupe and later this year, the AMG version of the 
S-Class Coupe. 

On the Desert Stars Facebook page,  
(https://www.facebook.com/DesertStarsMBCA) we have included a link to 
Mercedes-Benz’s introductory video featuring the new C Class.  The new car will 
have many of the safety and comfort features that were once only available on the 
S-Class, like Lane, Blind Spot and Collision Assist technology to avoid collisions 
with other cars and pedestrians, a windshield “head up display” and yes, even the 
exclusive to Mercedes cabin “air fresheners.” 

Along with the new cars come the new commercials from Mercedes.  However, did 
you know that we in the US don't always get to see the other commercials that 
Mercedes-Benz shows in other countries? Many are informative, dramatic or 
downright hilarious. Here are some links to some you may not have seen.  If you 
are reading this on the digital version of “The Stardust” just click the following links 
on the right. 

By the way, this is a “shameless plug” for using our digital version of “The 
Stardust.”  The digital version is available to all members either via email or on the 
Desert Stars webpage at: http://desertstars.mbca.org/newsletters .   

 
Philip Stephens  
Kenneth Upchurch  
Earl Zeig 

 http://youtu.be/ivY4ShUCR_s 

 http://youtu.be/qf0qJ-2vQYw 

 http://youtu.be/x6FmIKSqTKo  

 http://youtu.be/CH9WMPHRcdI  

If you are reading on the mailed paper version, just type the 
links into your computer’s web browser and enjoy.     

 

 

mailto:StarDustMBCA@gmail.com
mailto:deecloninger61@yahoo.com
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
https://www.facebook.com/DesertStarsMBCA
http://desertstars.mbca.org/newsletters
http://youtu.be/ivY4ShUCR_s
http://youtu.be/qf0qJ-2vQYw
http://youtu.be/x6FmIKSqTKo
http://youtu.be/CH9WMPHRcdI
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Join Desert Stars on Friday, September 26 at 6 PM at the Havana Café, 6245 
E. Bell Rd., Scottsdale, 85252.  Havana Café's recipes have been developed 
by owner and chef BJ Heranandez, and are adapted from traditional Cuban 
dishes. For more than 20 years Havana Café has gained many loyal customers 
who return again and again for a favorite dish, or to try something new from the 
menu.  RSVP to John or Roberta at 480-272-8851, or jgphin@cox.net by 
September 19.  As usual, we will order off the menu with separate checks and 
there is no need to call the restaurant as John will handle reservations. 

Havana Café's recipes, developed by owner and chef BJ 

Hernandez, are adapted from traditional Cuban dishes. 

Star Night 2.0 
 By John and Roberta Phin 

Saturday, February 7th will mark the second annual Concours in the Hills to be held at the Fountain Park in Fountain Hills (photo below).  

Last year's event brought out nearly 100 modern and classic cars overlooking the world-famous fountain and lake. This years' event will 

find Schumacher European Mercedes-Benz participating, and they have invited the Desert Stars to join them in a Mercedes Corral 

presenting a collection of old and new star cars.  The entry fee of $50 goes 100% to the Valley of the Sun Boys and Girls Clubs.  Please 

contact Chuck Stanford, CStanford@arizonaconcours.com for a registration form, or StarDustMBCA@gmail.com.   

The Gladly – Sunday, October 12, 2014 at 6:00 PM 

Join Desert Stars for a Star Night dinner at The Gladly, a new restaurant in the Camelback Corridor, serving New American comfort food 
and acknowledged as one of the Best New Restaurants in the Phoenix Metropolitan area.  The menu is interesting and delightful, leading 
to comments such as “how did they think of that!”  Several Club members have enjoyed The Gladly and thought it would be a great 
venue for a Star Night.  Located at 2201 East Camelback, the furnishings are contemporary but comfortable and special seating will be 
arranged for Desert Stars.  As is our custom, we will order off the menu and separate checks will be provided.  Call John and Roberta 
Phin at 480-272-8851 to RSVP by October 3rd or RSVP by e-Mail to jgphin@cox.net.  No need to contact the restaurant as John will 
make all arrangements. 

Want to Show Off Your Benz? 

Volunteers Needed: The Arizona Concours d'Elegance, which will kick off Arizona auction week on January 11, 2015, is looking for 

volunteers including field spotters and class hosts. Avid car guys and gals are needed. Contact MikeMullan@ArizonaConcours.com for 

more information or contact the Desert Stars own Chuck Stanford at 602-549-4789. 

Havana Café – Friday, September 26, 2014 at 6:00pm 

 

 

http://www.aztopshop.com/
mailto:CStanford@arizonaconcours.com
StarDustMBCA@gmail.com
mailto:MikeMullan@ArizonaConcours.com
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is one of the best in the valley.  Dinner will start at 6 PM, and is self-pay. Orange Sky is at the top of the Talking Stick Resort and Casino 

at 9800 E Indian Bend Road in Scottsdale. Complimentary valet parking is available at the resort entrance. 

On Sunday, September 14, we will re-convene for a great day of fun driving through the streets of our beautiful city and ending in an 

afternoon Hawaiian-style “luau” for participants. Get ready to rallye like you have never rallyed before! Contrary to most rallyes, we 

suggest you bring GPS, a smart phone or a tablet with mobile internet (if you have one). As a matter of fact all electronic aides are 

acceptable for this one! Not to worry as miles, time and photographs will still be a component in this rallye. Not fair you say? Your Rallye 

Master has a way to level the playing field for all rallye participants. If you are a first time rallye person or a seasoned veteran, you will 

want to attend! So be sure to bring out all of your toys. 

Rallye attendees, pay attention, these are your first instructions: Make sure you eat a hearty breakfast (but we will give you some water 

and snacks to take along) as we will meet up for the rallye at 11:00 Sunday September 14 at Schumacher Mercedes-Benz. 18530 N. 

Scottsdale Rd. 85054. We will meet at the Service Department Porte Cochere reception area. 

The Luau, overseen by long-term residents of Hawaii, will commence around 4:00 PM Sunday after the rallye at 6502 E. Evans Drive, 

Scottsdale, AZ 85254.  Pricing for the Rallye and Luau is $20 per person. 

Again, you can participate in the Octane indoor go-cart, and/or Orange Sky dinner and/or Rallye and Luau. Your way works!! Just be 

sure to register – call Debbie at (480) 268-9535 ASAP! 

For more information please feel free to call John or Roberta at 480-272-8851 or email at jgphin@cox.net . 

Havasuapi from Page 1 

 

 

a two and a half hour drive from the hotel. We 

will encourage attendees to drive SUVs and non-

SUV members can hitch rides from the hotel to 

the park with other members. 

For anyone who would like to see the wonders of 

Chaco Canyon, there is still room for them to be 

included in the good times for this October 17th-

19th adventure. Contact Dick Sharp, at 

richardsharp31@gmail if you have not already 

done so! 

 

Chaco from Page 1 

In The Mirror: Escape From the Heat 
 By Bud Cloninger 

This year’s Escape from the Heat was sparsely attended but 

never the less, was as much fun as always! Our hosts, members 

Jim and Barb Boyle did a fantastic job of organizing this event. 

Friday night members met for dinner at Pine Meadows Country 

Club. Saturday’s road trip took members east to Springerville 

and the Casa Malpais Archaeological Museum and ruins. After 

looking though this wonderful museum, members took a tour 

bus out to the ruins. A guided walking tour through the ruins was 

a difficult one but fantastically educational. After the long tour 

members meet at the Rusty Cactus for lunch before the long 

drive back to Overgaard. Saturday night everyone gathered at 

Jim and Barbs cabin for pizza and cocktails’ mixed with a bunch 

of conversation about the day’s events. The weather was cool 

and the weekends pace was relaxing. What a wonderful way to 

escape the Valleys heat. 

mailto:ftbshop@qwestoffice.net
mailto:MBMOTORSAZ@gmail.com
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to World War II, which gave rise to the “Silver Arrows” and again 

in the ‘50s establishing the technical and organizational 

excellence of a re-born Mercedes-Benz.  Today, after a ramp up 

in accomplishment, Mercedes has again arrived at the forefront 

of Grand Prix racing with a commanding lead in the 2014 

Manufacturer’s Championship. 

Come out and join Desert Stars on November 2nd as we 

celebrate Mercedes-Benz resurgence in Grand Prix racing and 

the stellar success of the U.S Grand Prix at Austin with brunch 

and viewing the race on a big-screen TV in the banquet room at 

Tanzy Restaurant in Scottsdale.  We’ll gather at 10:45 AM for the 

pre-race show and a prix fixe brunch, then enjoy the race which 

typically lasts for two hours.  There will be cash bar service 

throughout the event.  You may recall the excellent service and 

cuisine provided by Tanzy at the several Club events we have 

held there.  The menu choices and costs are shown on the sign-

up sheet.  Please RSVP early to John and Roberta Phin at 480-

272-8851 or jgphin@cox.net .  Send payment with completed 

registration to MBCA Desert Stars, c/o Debbie Ichiyama, 6502 

Evans Dr., Scottsdale AZ 85254. 

Update your email address with The National Business Office 

Contact our Membership Chair, Debbie Ichiyama, at 480-268-9535 or 
dichiyama@me.com 

F1 from Page 1 

MBCA members visiting Germany this summer got a close up look 

at how racing technology has changed over the decades. 

http://www.oei-design.com
mailto:dichiyama@me.com
mailto:Joseph.Thompson@ColdwellBanker.com
http://www.valleytlc.com
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Compared to the other months, July Saturdays are usually 

lazy days for the residents of Arizona.  Most Phoenicians try 

to get things done very early in the mornings, while the 

temperatures slowly rise to inevitable triple digits by mid-

day. Desert Stars members are certainly heartier than most 

Phoenicians and more than a few dozen put on a little extra 

sunscreen Saturday morning and drove out to visit Robert 

Webster and his family at their Werkstatt, in far north 

Phoenix. There we were able to get a close up and 

personal look at the restoration and customization they are 

doing on the many classic Mercedes automobiles present.   

The workshop tour allowed our members to see cars from 

Above, left: Robert Websters Werkstatt shows restored cars very nicely! 

Right: Members were given free reign to wander about the shop and 

see all the wonders within. 

In The Mirror: Werkstatt Tour 
 By Bud Cloninger 

the 50’s and 60’s and 70’s in various stages of restoration. We 

received an in depth look at the tools, equipment and research material 

needed to restore and refurbish these beautiful cars.  Looking into an 

engine bay and examining a freshly rebuilt Mercedes motor from over 

40 years ago, with every part meticulously put back in its place, was 

like being taken back in time to when the car was rolling down the 

factory floor.  Being able to see the front suspension and tube chassis 

details of a 300 SL “Gullwing” without its motor installed also provided 

a rare look at the makings of one of the most iconic cars ever built. It 

showed the care and attention to detail that Robert and his artisans put 

into their customer’s cars while always adhering to Gottlieb Daimler’s 

credo, ‘The Best or Nothing’.  

Following the shop tour, members made their way to their cars to 

caravan to Venue’s Cafe in the beautiful town of Carefree. The 

Restaurant prepared a special menu exclusively for our Desert Stars 

and thirty members sat down to have an outstanding meal and to talk 

about the cars they had seen that day. I would like to thank Robert and 

Breanna Webster, and the great crew at the Werkstatt. Also a special 

thanks to Catherine Marr, Al Swanson and the Chef de Cuisine, Celine 

S. Farbre at Venues. 

mailto:erhard.karen@mail.com
http://www.widmaierchiropractic.com
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Registration Forms 

Havasupai Weekend  

September 13-14, 2014 

Please register and pay by September 5, 2014: 
 

I. Octane indoor go-cart:  Driving AND Snacks $27.00 per person.         Number _____ Payment $_____ 

Name(s)________________________________ email__________________________________ 

II. Octane indoor go-cart: Snacks ONLY, no Driving $7.00 per person.      Number _____ Payment $_____ 

Name(s)________________________________ email__________________________________ 

III. Orange Sky Dinner RSVP.  Self Pay, reservation is required.    Number _____ 

Name(s)________________________________ email__________________________________ 

IV. Rallye and Luau, $20.00 per person.               Number _____  Payment $_____ 

Name(s)________________________________ email__________________________________ 

Call John and Roberta Phin with any questions at (480) 272-8851 
Credit Card payments available:  Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 

Or make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: 
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama 

6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

US Grand Prix at Tanzy 

Nov 2, 2014, 2014 

Please register and pay by October 23, 2014: 
Contact Information:  
Name(s) registering: _____________________________________Number Attending_______ 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 
City: State/Prov.: Zip: __________________________________________________________ 
Phone No.: _________________________________________________________ Day/ Night 
Email Address: _____________________________________________ 

Cost is $31 per person which includes croissants, fresh fruit, coffee, tea or soft drink, and an entrée of your choice. 
For questions call John or Roberta Phin 480-272-8851 

Registrations should be mailed by October 23; after that date, call John Phin for availability. 

Make your check payable to:               Or for Credit Card payment, contact Debbie Ichiyama 480-268-9535 

MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to:        ENTRÉE Selection(choose one per attendee)       
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama      -Three Eggs any Style, Brown Sugar Bacon                # _____ 
6502 Evans Dr.           - Traditional Eggs Benedict w/hollandaise                 # _____ 
Scottsdale, AZ 85254         - Brioche French Toast w/syrup and whip cream     # _____ 
               - Filet Medallions and Any Style Eggs (two)               #_____ 
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Perspective Gained in Germany 
By Matthew Crawford 

I was one of the fortunate. The timing was spot on and the 

event sounded just right. (Most importantly my wife 

encouraged the idea!) Earlier this month I returned from a 

truly spectacular week-long trip to Germany with my fellow 

MBCA members and friends. I do not intend to get into the 

details of the trip as that is for another time. Instead I wish to 

discuss what I saw, what I felt, and what I perhaps really 

understood for the first time about the position our club holds 

in the “grand scheme” of things. 

Each of us has a unique perspective on what the MBCA is to 

us as individuals. For some it is a place they can present a 

technical question on a model of Mercedes-Benz which they 

own. For others it is an organization they admire for its 

heritage and camaraderie amongst fellow members and 

enthusiasts. For myself, and I imagine, most others it is a 

balance of both. 

I knew going to Stuttgart and the surrounding areas that I would see new cars being built 

and old cars proudly on display. However, what I observed that week which made the 

largest impression was the way our club is perceived by similar enthusiasts abroad and how 

we are observed by Mercedes-Benz and Daimler AG. It is an understatement to say the 

United States is a very important market for the products they sell. And as the leading 

enthusiast club for the marque in the nation we have a voice and that voice is heard. Our 

very first stop was a restoration facility. One of the “Pagoda” SL’s displayed carried on it an 

appropriate vintage “Mercedes-Benz Club of America” window decal. Right there in 

Germany. (I didn’t see that coming!) When we visited the town of Affalterbach to get a 

diplomatic tour of the AMG headquarters they had warmly raised The Stars and Strips for 

us, bookended at the three-mast entrance by two white AMG banners. They informed us 

that indeed that effort was in recognition of our humble group of 

ambassadors from America. 

The warm welcomes were everywhere. But it was the presentation by 

our tour guide at the Badd-Cannstatt engine production facility where 

the recognition of who we are and what we do was presented back to 

us. The very first topic the slide show opened to was the landing page 

for our website: www.mbca.org. Our front page has dozens of links 

and hundreds of words on it. The focus our presenter wanted to make 

was that it was a mere nine of those words which made all the 

impression in the worlds upon him, and Daimler alike. He read them 

aloud to the room, “More Than a Car Club, We’re a Community”. That 

is what he liked about us. 

You see, even in Germany at a factory surrounded by robots and 

workers toiling away, where connecting rods are assembled to 

crankshafts and efficiency is the focus of the day, there is conscious 

recognition that it is the people who are the most important part. 

 

Jim O’Sullivan has organized this trip for members to visit the Baden-

Württemberg state in southern Germany for many years. This trip, from 

what I understand, was unique in that of the 38 members who attended, 

12 of them were Desert Stars. I wish to express my sincere thanks to 

Rich Schulte for being the driver behind that. He made an effort to get as 

many of us on this tour as he could and we had a wonderful time for it. 

With a third of the group being Desert Stars, the back of the tour bus was 

an entertaining place to take in the venues of this expedition.      - Matt 

Above: A warm welcome from the folks at AMG 

Below, left: The MBCA presence makes its way back to Germany 

mailto:tinoferrulli@scottsdale-mb.com


 
Keep your address updated with the 
MBCA National Business Office at 

(800) 637-2360 
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Sept 13-14, 2014 

September 26, 2014 

October 12, 2014 

October 17-19, 2014 

November 2, 2014 

November 8, 2014 

December 7, 2014 

 

Sat-Sunday 

Friday 

Sunday 

Weekend 

Sunday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

 

Havasupai 

StarNight at Havana Café 

StarNight at The Gladly 

Chaco Canyon National Park 

U.S. Grand Prix - Tanzy Brunch 

Tech Session - Pre-Purchase Inspection 

Holiday Party 

SAVE THESE DATES!!! 

Visit us at: 
www.desertstars.mbca.org 

 

 “Like” us on Facebook 
DesertStarsMBCA 

http://mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/
http://www.desertstars.mbca.org/

