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The StarDust 

DE S E R T  S T A R S  SE C T I O N  |  AR I Z O N A 
Holiday Party  Sunday December 5, 2021 

 
     By Debbie Ichiyama and Karen Manser 

The holidays will be here before we know it. Clear the 5th of December for the Desert Stars Annual Holiday Party 
with the always-important Member Anniversary recognition celebration.  It is time to reflect back on 2021 as we 
spend time with friends and fellow members catch up, and enjoy the spirit of the holidays. 
We will have live entertainment.  Don’t miss the event.   
The luncheon will be at the Grayhawk Golf Club in the Fairway House and will have a no host bar. 
Anniversary celebrants must attend to receive your recognition pins (or you need a really good excuse for not being 
there!)  So, we want to see you! Oh, don’t forget we are collecting for Toys for Tots so please bring an un-wrapped 
gift! Please see Registration forms for details. Make this holiday season a special one by joining your friends in the 
Desert Stars Mercedes-Benz club. 

Festivities will begin at noon. 

List on Anniversary recipients can be found on page 6 

Registration form is on page 7 of the Newsletter.   

 
Mercedes-Benz Enthusiasts Dinner 

Saturday, January 29, 2022 at 5:30 PM 
By Karen Manser and Debbie Ichiyama 
 
Venue 8600 
8600 E Anderson Drive 
Scottsdale, AZ 85255 
5:30 - 6:30 Members Car Show and Mix and Mingle with Hors d'oeuvres and Cash Bar. 
6:30 Dinner catered by Cafe Pranzo, Speakers and Perhaps Some Other Surprises. 
The Auctions are back and so is our annual Mercedes-Benz Enthusiasts Dinner.   
As car lovers descend on Arizona for the great car auctions of the valley, we will again celebrate the classic car 
auction week with the Mercedes-Benz Enthusiast Dinner.  
This year’s event will be held on Saturday evening January 29th, at VENUE 8600, a contemporary event location 
five minutes from West World. Activities will start at 5:30 PM in the generous 200 spot parking area with the viewing 
and judging of the "People's Choice" contest featuring MBCA members personal cars. 
           Continued on page 3 
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“More Than a Car Club | We’re a Community” 

Welcome our new Members! 

Desert Stars Section Officers and Board Members 

President’s Message	
By Debbie Ichiyama November-December  2021 
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Another year is drawing to an end and I would like to take time to 
thank everyone for all the work they do to make the Desert Stars 
the best  
it can be.  
  
Over the next few months, we will have some events you don’t 
want to miss. Our annual Holiday Party is coming up Dec. 5 and as  
always it will be a fun to catch up with folks, meet new members 
and most importantly, celebrate and our long time members. Check 
out the article for details.  
 
Then, sooner than you know it, 2022 will be upon us with the 
Diamond Anniversary (60th) of the Desert Stars’ Section in the 
Mercedes Benz Club of America. The Scottsdale car auctions are 
back in full swing in January with the Desert Stars Mercedes-Benz 
Enthusiasts Dinner on January 29th.  
 
I hope everyone is enjoying this beautiful fall 
Weather and taking advantage of spending time 
outside and enjoying their cars. 
 
Wishing you all a very Happy Holiday Season! 
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MB Enthusiasts Dinner Continued 
 
 
Following the voting, join us for appetizers and a no-host bar followed by dinner catered by Café Pranzo, one of 
the valleys premier catering companies. We will also have our usual program of speakers who will give their 
perspectives on the past week's auctions and current state of the classic car market. Bring your questions and join 
the discussion.  
Join us at the event and also help us celebrate Desert Stars 60th anniversary.   
 
See registration form on page 7 or for questions or credit card payments please call Debbie Ichiyama at 480-268-
9535.     
 
 
 

 

Boyce Thompson Arboretum and Lunch 
By Carey Hobson 
 
Come join us on Saturday Nov 13, 2021 for a visit to the Arboretum and then lunch.   
 
Boyce Thompson Arboretum is the largest and oldest botanical garden in the state of Arizona. It is one of the 
oldest botanical institutions west of the Mississippi. As you approach the Boyce Thompson Arboretum on 
Highway 60, you will see towering Picketpost Mountain dominating the southern horizon. The Arboretum 
brings together plants from the planet's many deserts and arid lands, displaying them alongside unspoiled 
examples of native Sonoran Desert vegetation - all within a spectacular natural setting. 
 
Plan on arriving between 8:30 and 9:00 AM.   We will have a designated parking area where we can catch 
up with friends and have some coffee before entering the grounds.  At about 11 AM we will head downtown, 
10 minutes away, to Silver King Smokehouse for lunch.  There will be three choices for lunch, Pulled Pork 
sandwich with a side, Pulled Pork Hatch chili with Mac and Cheese and Farmers Salad with optional Turkey.  
Please indicate your choices on the registration form. 
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Airpark Collision Tech Session held September 18, 2021 
         By Mark Ichiyama  

 

Having to take your beloved Mercedes to a body shop can be as stressful trip. We not only want our cars to 
be repaired but repaired properly and with attention paid to not only the fit and finish, but more importantly, 
that it be “done right.   On Saturday, September 18th, two dozen Desert Stars members got a “back of the 
shop” tour and tech session demonstration at longtime club sponsor, Airpark Collision Center, at 7333 East 
Butherus Drive #A-200, Scottsdale, AZ 85260. Normally closed on the weekend, the shop opened for us and 
demonstrated advancements in the auto body industry that make repairs more accurate and deal with 
vehicles that have more aluminum panels to reduce weight and improve fuel economy.  
 
Collision damage is checked with the use of a special camera rig that photographs the car’s measurements 
in the shop against the factory specifications. The system is much more precise than the human eye and 
much quicker than manual measurements. Club members were shown dent removal tools that no longer 
needs to have a rivet hole drilled, and the lower temperature, compared to steel, equipment used to fix 
damage to aluminum body parts. While technology has made work in the shop easier than before, the 
demonstrations also showed how much skill, craftsmanship and experience is still needed to get the job done 
right. Thanks to the folks at Airpark Collision for a very informative and interesting tech session and 
refreshments.  
 
 
 

Left to right: Tina and Gerald Small (owners) Marcel 
Lemmon (manager) Javier Del Real – (repair technician) 
and Aaron Howell (lead estimator) 
 

 

Dent Removal 

Aluminum Repair 
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Anniversary Recipients 

55  Years  
  L Lutfy 
  
50  Years  
Frank Dickey 
  
45  Years  
Sheldon Wagman 
  
40  Years  
William Kaesche 
  
35  Years  
Donald Bloom 
Richard Sharp 
Robert Sioles 
Richard Warneka 

 

 

30  Years  
Donald Burton 
V Gopal 
James Sommers 
  
25  Years  
John Harkin 
Joachim Lee 
James Morrison 
Joseph Thompson 
  
15  Years  
Andy Billick 
Budd Florkiewicz 
Robert Goswick 
Shar Parker 
Robert Shower 
Patty Yeats 
  

10  Years 
Bill Rand 
James Anton 
Bernie Cygan 
Dorene  Fredette 
Howard Hanson 
Charles Jones 
Gregory  Lau 
Brett Papworth 
Loren Shirk 
Michael Taylor 

 

5  Years  
Audrey Alfano 
Joe Altnether 
Robert Elam 
Ralph Forrest 
Jeff Kraemer 
John Lambrou 
Jason Ostrom 
Andy Physioc 
Hernan Scaglioni 
Richard Strahota 
Don Sterling 
Christina Winkler 

 

Continued page 6 
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AZ Fine Time held September 18, 2021 
By Carey Hobson 

A nice afternoon was spent by the group at Arizona Fine Time/Cigar King.  Our host Mitchell Hirsh took us 
all on a fantastic tour of his showroom and warehouse.  We started with his great selection of fine time 
pieces ranging in prices from $300 all the way up to $30,000.  With over 20 different brands there was a 
style and price range to fit anyone’s needs.  
 
We then headed over to the large Cigar room with its own built-in humidor. With over 6,400 different Cigars 
to choose from this seemed to be the right place for selection of your favorite smoke.  We thought we had 
seen it all until Mitchell took us across the parking lot to his Cigar warehouse, with literally thousands of 
cigars on shelves waiting to be sent out across the country.  We were all amazed at the inventory stored in 
this facility.  
 
To end the day, we had the chance to see Mitchell’s new purchase, a beautiful 1987 560SL R107 with 
35,000 miles.  It looked like it just came out of the showroom! 
 
Great times at AZ Fine Time/Cigar King 
 
Thanks to all those who attended! Carey  
 

Retail portion of Cigar King 

Owner 
Mitchell Hirsh 
inside AZ 
Fine Time 

 

Cigar King Warehouse 
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Arboretum and Lunch 
 

Please register and pay by, Nov 5, 2021    
Name(s) Registering: _____________________________________ Number Attending: _______ 

 
Phone No.: ________________________Day/ Night Email Address:  ________________________________ 

 
Registration Fee is $ 35 per person 

Please indicate lunch choice 
___Pulled Pork Sandwich  ___Pulled Pork Hatch Chili ___Farmers Salad with optional Turkey 

 
 

Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: 
MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama 

6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 
Credit Card payments available:  Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 

 
 

Holiday Party 
 

Please register and pay by, November 22, 2021    
Name(s) Registering: _____________________________________ Number Attending: _______ 

 
Phone No.: ________________________Day/ Night Email Address:  ________________________________ 

 
Registration Fee is $70 per person 

 
Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: 

MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama 
6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

Credit Card payments available:  Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 
 

 

Enthusiasts Dinner 
 

Please register and pay by, January 19, 2022    
Name(s) Registering: _____________________________________ Number Attending: _______ 

 
Phone No.: ________________________Day/ Night Email Address:  ________________________________ 

 
Car to enter for Car show____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Registration Fee is $ 75 per person 

 
Make your check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: 

MBCA Desert Stars c/o Debbie Ichiyama 
6502 E Evans Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

Credit Card payments available:  Call Debbie Ichiyama at (480) 268-9535. 
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  A Look in the Rearview Mirror 
Havasupai 2021 Flagstaff – Winslow 

Event Dates: October 22-24, 2022 
By Ed & Annette Crawford 

 
The Desert Stars came together in Flagstaff, Arizona for the yearly Havasupai Rallye. This year’s event returned 
to the traditional “destination” style rallye venue with 10 cars participating in a scenic weekend driving through 
Northern Arizona.  
 

 

Our accommodation for the weekend was The Little America Hotel; 
a gem of a property nestled on 500 acres of Ponderosa pine forest 
at the base of the San Francisco Peaks and is Flagstaff’s only AAA 
Four Diamond hotel. Everyone in attendance complimented the 
hotel for its luxurious guest rooms, food quality and outstanding 
customer service. On Friday evening, rallye participants came 
together for appetizers and reminiscing, as many had not seen each 
other for some time due to Covid-19.  
 

(Pictured Left) Saturday morning the rallye drivers and navigators 
participated in the all-important “driver’s meeting” to discuss the day’s 
events. Safety First! 
 

After the all-important driver’s meeting, driver’s, 
along with their trusty navigators, departed the 
hotel with rallye sheets in hand. They hit the road 
navigating through downtown Flagstaff on portions 
of historic Route 66, all the time looking for both 
written and picture clues. First stop was Riordan 
Mansion Historic State Park. Built in 1904, the 
mansion remains one of the finest examples of 
American Arts and Crafts-style 
Architecture.  A self-guided tour provided 
information about the history of the property and of 
course clues. 

Back into their Benz’s, they were on their way! This time heading south on scenic 
Lake Mary Road. A most-relaxing drive through Lower and Upper Lake Mary and a 
nice looping drive around Mormon Lake. A pit stop at Happy Jack Lodge provided 
refreshments and, of course, more clues!  
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After a quick stop, everyone hit the back roads for a drive to Winslow. A quick cruise through downtown Winslow 
had everyone passing by the famous “Standing on the Corner” a landmark stop along the historic Route 66. The 
rallye ended at The La Posada Hotel with lunch delicious in “The Turquoise Room”.  Those that chose to be 
competitive turned in their rallye sheets to the rallye masters.   
 

After lunch, an afternoon tour provided a glimpse into the 
history of The La Posada Hotel, Fred Harvey, the famous 
Harvey Girls, Mary Colter, and The Santa Fe railroad.  
 

Continued on page 11 
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Sponsor Spotlight – The Focus HOA Management Story 
By Harman Cadis 

 

 

 

Harman and Susan Cadis started Focus HOA Management over 11 years                                                              
ago to provide needed customer service to Homeowners that live in HOAs.  

Susan had been working for a small HOA management company that treated their clients poorly and hid 
behind voice mail. This was not a business she wanted to be associated with and told her husband she wanted 
to leave, and he said, “start you own, I will help you!” They thought this would be a nice little business maybe 
they could do in “semi-retirement” with no goals of getting very big. 

The rest as they say is history. Susan (with Harman’s help) Started Focus HOA Management January 1, 2010 
and by the end of the year was managing 8 Homeowner Associations. Harman was still in the corporate world 
as a CIO running IT departments and built an automation base for Focus that few other HOA management 
companies could match. This foundation on automation allowed their HOA managers to spend time where it 
counts, with the Boards and Homeowners. 
 
This customer service philosophy started by doing simple things, like answering the phone, not utilizing a 
phone auto-attendant and taking care of Homeowners issues on the first call, radical ideas in the HOA 
management world.   
 
As the company grew, they “Focused” on the needs of the HOA, both operation and financial. Using an all-
inclusive cost model made the business more efficient and saved the HOAs money. Including in their service 
items like: 

• All late fees go to the Association not the management company. 
• Community Web Site – Homeowners have access to all of their account information on-line. 
• Web based system giving the Board access to real time reports and all Association files. 
• No charge for internal office supplies or banking services. 

They developed financial tools for the Board for operational and reserve budgeting projecting 30-year cash 
flows to allow them to plan the HOA’s financial health for the long them and make sure they are operating 
efficiently as possible. 
 
Now 11 years later Susan’s philosophy of putting the customer first and caring about them has propelled 
Focus HOA Management to listed in the Phoenix Business Journal as one of the top HOA management 
companies in the Valley.  For more information, please go to www.Focus.HOA.com. 
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  Car Auctions 2022 

By Mark Ichiyama 
 
In 2022, the Scottsdale automobile auctions return in January after being limited by relocations, virtual 
events and limited admissions this year. Here’s the projected schedule for January 2022: 
 
Barrett Jackson - January 22nd through the 30th - Westworld 
Bonham’s - January 27th at Westin Kierland Resort and Spa 
Gooding - January 26th through the 29th at Scottsdale Road and Highland Avenue (Fashion Square lot) 
RM Sotheby’s - January 26th and 27th at the Arizona Biltmore Resort and Spa  
Russo & Steele - January 26 through the 30th at 101 Hwy and Scottsdale Road 
World Auctioneers - January 24th through 27th at Singh Meadows, Tempe, AZ 
 
 Volunteers Needed for Poker Run 

 
We are looking for members to Volunteer to organize the Poker Run in 2022.  The event is traditionally 
held late February, March or early April.  You won’t be alone doing this, you will have the guidance of 
folks experienced in running events.  Please consider helping us out.  If you are interested or would like 
more information, please contact Debbie Ichiyama dichiyama@me.com or Karen Manser 
nspinaz@gmail.com 
 
Thank you 

Havasupai continued 

                               

Saturday evening the Desert Stars enjoyed dinner back at The Little America where the rallye winners 
were announced followed by two drawings. The 1st place winners were Chuck and Ava Stanford, 2nd Place 
winners were David and Kim Cesal, and 3rd Place went to Dick and Mindy Sharp.  
 
 

Dick & Judy Buckingham (Chaparral Section) 
enjoying dinner and meeting new friends! 
 

Sunday morning, everyone was on their own for breakfast. 
Some were on the road early back to the valley, while others 
enjoyed a relaxing morning around the beautiful grounds of 
The Little America. A special “Thank You” to Hamra Jewelers 
and Mercedes Benz of North Scottsdale for their donations to 
this year’s event. We look forward to seeing even more 
Desert Stars at next year’s Havasupai event. Until then, 
enjoy your Mercedes Benz, and motor safe! 
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Local Car Culture 
 
 The Scottsdale Motorsports Gathering	
  7:00 - 10:00 am on the first Saturday of every month.  
  Free for spectators! 
 
  Market Street at DC Ranch 
  20789 N Pima Rd 
  Scottsdale, AZ 85255	
 
  Highlands Autos Cars & Coffee 
  7:30 – 10:00 am on the first Saturday of every month. 
 
  5415 East High Street 
  Phoenix, AZ 85054 
 
  Alpio’s @ TROON 
  Car’s & COFFEE at Pinnacle Peak 
    7:00 – 10:00 am on the second Saturday of every month. 
 
  10452 East Jomax 
   Scottsdale, AZ 85262 
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Sedona AZ 

 

Looking for a fun drive…..check this out! 
 
 

https://www.historic66az.com/33-fun-run.html 
 
 

More Local Car Culture 
 

24th Speedway Motors Southwest Nationals 
aka Goodguys  All American Sunday 

Friday Nov 19 thru Sunday, November 21st at Westworld 
 

Friday, Nov. 19 - 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
 

Saturday, Nov. 20 - 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
 

Sunday, Nov. 21 - 8:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
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Your Company Could Be Here 
We welcome inquiries from businesses who would like to advertise to an influential group of purchasers. 
 

Call Ron Borino at 602-550-9939 for information. 
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As a Desert Star. You can list your for-sale Mercedes-Benz here and let all our readers 
know it’s available for them to enjoy.  Whether you have a high mile driver, or a collectible 
with more wax than miles on it, contact us and get your car listed in the Stardust.  Contact 
info StarDustMBCA@gmail.com 
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Please support our awesome sponsors and small 
business owner, when possible.  Let them know 
you heard of them through the StarDust. 
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SAVE THESE DATES 

Visit us at: 
www.desertstars.mbca.org 

Like us on Facebook 
DesertStarsMBCA 

Follow us on Twitter 
@MBCADesertStars 

Keep your address updated with the 
MBCA National Business Office at 

(800) 637-2360 
Online at http://mbca.org 

Update your email address with The National Business Office 
Contact our Membership Chair, Debbie Ichiyama, at 480-268-9535 or dichiyama@me.com 

                 
           

 
 
 
November 13                                         Saturday                                               Arboretum & Lunch 
 
Dec 5                          Sunday                        Holiday Party 
 
January 29, 2022             Saturday                                    MB Enthusiast Dinner
           


