
 

JOIN YOUR FELLOW DESERT STARS FOR THE B.E.A.T. 
Looking for a fun filled weekend?  Well join your Desert 

Stars friends and hundreds of other British and European 
car enthusiasts from all over Arizona and the Southwest 
United States for a jaunt through the back roads of 
Arizona, from Phoenix to Flagstaff. 

It’s pre-1968 Arizona, and the black tarmac ribbon 
winding its way through the Bradshaw Mountains, down 
into the Verde Valley, and then back up into the high 
country of Flagstaff, called the Black Canyon Highway 
doesn’t yet exist.  Our route will be more meandering for 
this weekend’s excursion. 

First it’s north on the Black Canyon Highway, but 
remember it’s only a two lane road and extends only to 
Black Canyon City so we exit at the Carefree Highway 
heading east on Arizona State Route 74.  This highway 
takes us just south of Lake Pleasant and we are amazed at 
the build up in this area, but there is still plenty of virgin 
desert to appreciate.  At U.S. Route 93 we head north to 
Wickenburg.  Crossing the Hassayampa River, it’s only a 
short drive to the Wickenburg Railroad Station.  The street 
in front of the railroad station becomes a parking lot for 
over a hundred cars as their drivers and passengers 
mingle with onlookers in the cool morning, enjoying coffee 
and donuts. 

After an hour or so, it’s back on U.S. Route 93, for our 
expedition to Prescott.  The faint of heart might take 
Arizona State Route 89 to Prescott, but not this 
adventurous bunch.  It’s Arizona State Route 97 passing 
south of Bagdad, then Arizona State Route 96 through 
Hillside, Kirkland, and Skull Valley.  As the Sun rises so 
does the temperature and those of us with convertibles, 
stop on the roadside and put them down.  Continuing on 
we start our thrilling climb into the Ponderosas.  As we 
approach Iron Springs the air is cool again and we have 
second thoughts about having the top down, but it’s only 
minutes until we will be in Prescott. 

In Prescott, Montezuma Street, between the Court 
House and Whiskey Row, is reserved for our troop’s  

parking and we have a couple of hours to have lunch and 
browse the antique shops surrounding The Court House 
Square. 

By 12:30 PM, with our stomachs full and the shops 
empty, we are back on the road again; this time headed for 
Cottonwood, first on Arizona State Route 89, then AZ SR 
89A.  Along the way we must conquer Mingus Mountain 
and transverse the old mining town that won’t die, Jerome.  
After navigating the twists and curves of Jerome, we make 
a beeline for the Verde Valley and Cottonwood via 
Clarkdale. 

  
Dick Sharp and Frank Horvath in the Rolls Royce, followed 

by Rick and Jo Stacio head for the Verde Valley after 
traversing Mingus Mountain and Jerome. 

About now some ice cream and a soda sounds good.  
Guess   what?    That’s   what  awaits  us  at  Cottonwood’s 

See B.E.A.T. on Page 7. 

 

Desert Stars Memorial Day Weekend Trip Filling Up Fast 
Three rooms are left for the TEMICULA, CALIFORNIA WINE TASTING TRIP MAY 26-29, 2006.  Come join us for a romping 

good time traveling through the hills of Southern California with good company, good food and great wine.  Fill out the 
registration form on page 3 of this issue and mail it in quickly. 
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President’s Message: 
Well another two months in paradise.

Sure we need the rain, but it’s hard to
remember that fact when the weather is so
beautiful.  We’ve had three wonderful events
since the last issue of the StarDust.  A family 
picnic at McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park
in Scottsdale on January 21st, a Defensive
Driving Clinic on February 4th in Phoenix and
a fun time at Desert Highland Golf Course
chasing golf balls around their beautiful
putting course on February 25th.  All the 
events were well attended and outside, with
the weather cooperating wonderfully, of
course.  Check out the stories about and
pictures of these events inside this issue.
Also, as always, you can find these stories
along with many more pictures in high
resolution and color at the photo galleries on
our section website at
http://www.desertstars.com. 

Our calendar of events took a little bump
recently; we had to cancel our scheduled
technical session at Autobahn Autosport for
Saturday, March 11th.  The deadline for
registration past and not enough members
had signed up.  We haven’t had a tech
session in quite a while and we didn’t know
what to expect.  If you’d like to see tech
sessions on the schedule and just missed
out on registering or had other
commitments, let us know.  I’d also like to
thank Autobahn Autosport for their generous
offer to host this event and for their support
of the section.  We will set up an event in the
future so they can show off their spectacular
facilities. 

We have two more events on our
schedule before we take our summer
recess.  First our Memorial Day Weekend
Trip still has room for a few more people.
Check the bottom on the front page of this
issue  and  there  is  more  information in the 

January issue.  The second is our Annual 
Business Meeting on June 4th.  We’re back 
at the Phoenician Resort, but we have 
the main dining room, Mary Elaine’s, with 
its spectacular views, all to ourselves that 
Sunday afternoon.  The May issue of the 
StarDust will have more information and 
registration for this event along with a slate 
of candidates recommended by the 
Election Committee and the Executive 
Board. 

In the meantime, there are three local 
events worth mentioning.  First the 
Concours in the Desert, Car and 
Motorcycle Show, at Peoria Sports 
Complex on Saturday, April 1st, from 
9:00am to 4:00pm.  This show is 
sponsored and supports the local council 
of the Girl Scouts of America.  If you like to 
show off your M-B or just look at cars, this 
show is a must. 

The second, on Sunday, April 2nd, is a 
charity event for Kids Sports Stars.  It’s a 
car show/rallye at ASU and a tour and 
dinner at the Penske Racing Museum. 

Finally, the British/European Auto Tour is 
the weekend of April 22nd – 23rd.  There’s a 
story about this event on the front page of 
this issue.  I’d like to recommend this 
event.  I’ve participated in it for the past 
two years.  It’s a lot of fun and a good deal. 

There are links to more information and 
registration forms for all three of these 
events on the homepage of our website. 

Finally, don’t forget the national events 
scheduled in our area later in the year.  
See page 6 of this issue for more details.  
There’ll be more information in upcoming 
issues. 
See you at an event soon, 

 Rick Stacio, President
 Desert Stars Section 

New Members 

January 
Charles & Ciarly Crain 

Donald Schlueter 
Judy & Kerry Wallace 

Andy & Rae Billick 
Hamid Shojaee 
Thora Dowdell 

E. J. & Deborah Edwards 
George & Diane Lores 

Glenn Barber 
John & Suzanne Martinson 

Jim & Chris Thompson 
Walter & Patrica Hann 

 

Mary Wee-Song & Jewu Jackson-Song 

February 
Harry Scaggs 

Stanley & Mary Collender 
Albert Bell, Jr. 

Mark & Elizabeth Deardorff
Jannine & J.P. Thomas 

Mark Lovell 
Paul Weirather 

Chad & Bless Dollander 
Richard & Viktoria Paine 

Ansel Allen 
Donald Soukup 

Ken & Carol Mabarak 
Patrica Groh   
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February 25th Putting Event at Desert Highlands 
It was another day in Paradise and the perfect way to 

spend it. On February 25th, I hosted a great group of (24) 
both golfers and PWP’s—those rare Arizonians—“People 
Without Putters.” 

The 18-hole putting course was challenging, to say the 
least, but three of us (note I said “us”) managed a hole-in-
one.  First prize in this event was presented to a guest of 
member Janet Bale, who, by the way has a Mercedes, so 
maybe we will gain a new member.  The second place low-
scorer was Don Burton.  Congratulations to all who 

participated and thanks so much for your enthusiasm.  We 
shared great conversation after the event at a beautifully 
prepared luncheon. 

There were lots of “let’s do it again next year” comments.  
It was definitely an event worth repeating. 

And, of course, our special thanks and gratitude to John 
Olive, the member of Desert Highlands and Desert Stars 
who made this event possible.  We missed you, John, but 
want you to know we really appreciated the opportunity to 
enjoy some healthy competition. 

Mindy Sharp 

Memorial Day Weekend Road Trip 
May 26 -- 29, 2006 

Name(s):       Number Attending:   
 

Address:   
 

City:    State/Prov:    Zip:   
Contact Information: 

Phone No.:    Day Night    Email Address:   
If you have any questions, please call Dick or Mindy Sharp at (480) 661-1325. 

Make your $300 check payable to:  MBCA Desert Stars; and mail to: MBCA Desert Stars 
c/o Dick Sharp  
11371 E. Cochise Drive 
Scottsdale, AZ  85259 



 

 March 2006 The StarDust  Page 4 
 

Desert Stars Enjoy Family Picnic 
The Desert Stars gathered their family members for an 

“OctoberFest in January” Picnic Saturday, January 21st at 
McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park in Scottsdale, Arizona.  
Thanks go to Chuck Landenberger for organizing and 
hosting this great event.  Chuck served up his popular 
secret-recipe German Burgers along with Bratwurst and 
German Potato Salad and all the fixings.  Chuck was 
assisted by Wayne Buford, Rick Stacio, Yvonne Lazear, 
Rich Leamon and Bud Cloninger, who also provided the 
accompanying pictures.  The balmy Arizona winter weather 
cooperated in attracting Walt Anderson, former MBCA 
National President, who now lives in Peoria but still 
periodically commutes to Cincinnati, OH.  He also attended 
our Defensive Driving Clinic February 4 and served as an 
instructor.   

This event provided a great opportunity to renew old 
friendships and make new ones.  Both the adults and kids 
enjoyed the facilities of the park which includes a real 
steam-train; the Paradise & Pacific Railroad, a General 
Store, the Aguila Station, the Charros Carousel and the 
Pullman Car used by some former presidents (before there 
was an Air Force One). 

 

The secret revealed:  Chuck’s German Burger Recipe was 
concocted with the help of AJ’s.  The mix is 15% Pork, 
15% Veal, 70% Beef w/chopped onions and a helping 
(quantity unknown) of pepper. 

 
The Paradise & Pacific Railroad 

 
The food is ready Chuck Landenberger serves up a Bratwurst 

 

For Sale 
'71 280SL.  Outstanding Silver/Blue Leather.  Frame off restoration, 

all numbers match, 4 speed, all options. 
Records since 1976, including restoration.  Like no other 280SL. 

Mechanical upgrades, drives like a modern car. 
$45,000.  Bruce Barth 480.488.7171 

 

For Sale:  Part or Whole 
1983 380SE Body and Chassis in Good Condition. 

Engine &Transmission not in good operating condition. 
Call Bud for more information at (602) 396-6210 
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National Driving Champs Share Their Skills 
An eager crowd of Desert Stars arrived bright and early 

on Saturday morning to tackle the cones and learn the fine 
points of driving defensively.  Event organizers had 
promised a fun learning experience and, judging by the 
smiles on the drivers’ faces, they did their job. 

Four-time MBCA National Driving Champions, Frank 
and Maryalice Cozza, provided in-car training on accident 
avoidance strategies, performing evasive maneuvers, and 
truly understanding the handling characteristics of our cars.  
With Cincinnati/Phoenix member and professional driver 
Walt Anderson and the Desert Stars’ own Chuck 
Stanford assisting the instructors, participants drove on a 
restricted and marked circuit, protected from other traffic.  
After some basic introduction, each driver received 
personal in-car instruction on the handling characteristics 
of their car, learning how to drive around potential trouble, 
and then safely recover control of their vehicle. 

Drivers were told to bring the car they drive daily, and 
members responded with a wide array of vehicles ranging 
from two seat SLs and SLKs all the way up to a Daimler-
Chrysler “Sprinter” 15-passenger van. 

After lunch, we reconfigured the cones to use our freshly 
honed skills to measure our times on a closed course.  
Smiles abounded as driving smoothness and good 

technique helped us all steadily reduce our lap times. 
At the end of the day, Bryan O’Connor conquered the 

sedan class with a time of 29.6 seconds in his E320.  In the 
SL/SLK class, Chuck Stanford turned 30.5 seconds in 
wife Ava’s SL320 and Dick Sharp got acquainted with his 
spanking new SLK350 showing only 81 miles on the clock, 
turning a 30.7 second lap.  Walt Anderson showed us all 
a thing or two, turning in the fastest lap of the day (27.2 
seconds) with his E320 sedan. 

Special thanks to all our instructors who donated their 
time, to Wayne Burford for organizing the event, and to 
Scott Sanders, President of the F1 Race Factory, who 
provided the parking lot, lunch and refreshments, and the 
cool indoor Kart Track to watch during our breaks.  Watch 
for another upcoming event at F1 when we’ll use our 
acquired skills to once again shave precious seconds off 
some hot laps at the Kart track. 

Chuck Stanford 

Editor’s Note:  For more great pictures in full color and high 
resolution, see the photo galleries of this and other events 
on our website at http://www.desertstars.org.  Just click the 
thumbnail pictures on the homepage.  Thanks to Bud 
Cloninger for the photography. 

 
 Chuck Stanford takes Ava’s SL through it’s paces Brian O’Connor takes the same curve in his E320 

MBCA’s 50th Anniversary National Events in Our Backyard 
A golden opportunity presents itself to Desert Stars 

members this year.  Two national events are being held in 
the southwest.  These are usually held thousands of miles 
away, making it difficult for us to attend. 

The first is the Route 66 Auto Tour.  This event starts in 
Chicago, Illinois, on September 16th, the starting point of 
Route 66 and continues along the Mother Road, ending at 
Santa Monica Pier in California, on September 30th.  You 
are allowed to join and leave the tour at anytime, so if you 
can’t do the whole trip, why not join them for the route 
through Arizona.  You can even join them for a stopover.  
They’ll be doing a lunch in Flagstaff and two nights in 
Williams.  There’s a side trip to the Grand Canyon on the 

G.C. Railroad.  All participants meet each evening for 
dinner. 

The other event is StarFest 2006 in Las Vegas.  This is 
the premier MBCA car event held every other year.  There 
is everything for the car enthusiast.  A Concours 
d’Elegance, a Road Rallye, Autocross, Acceleration Runs, 
Time Trails, Defensive Driving and a Performance Driving 
School are on the agenda.  You might even find an 
occasional casino or two. 

Go visit the national website at http://www.mbca.org for 
more details.  You must register with National and the Las 
Vegas section for these events, respectively.  There’ll be 
plenty of National and Desert Stars members attending. 

Rick Stacio
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B.E.A.T. (Cont’d from Page 1) 
Riverside Park.  All the cars are parked in a grass field and 
everyone is mingling while enjoying the refreshment break.  
In one corner of the field participants get their pictures 
taken with their vehicles for the BEAT website and in 
another corner judges listen for the “Best Sounding 
Exhaust.”  It’s a British thing, who would know! 

We can’t linger long, so it’s back on the road for our last 
leg of the journey to Flagstaff.  Many of the participants 
decide on the direct route by way of Arizona State Route 
179 and Interstate 17.  But I can’t pass up the opportunity 
to drive one of the most beautiful stretches of road in 
Arizona:  Arizona State Route 89A through Sedona and on 
through Oak Creek Canyon, then into Flagstaff. 

We checkin to our room at the Little America Hotel in 
Flagstaff and relax for a few minutes before the Happy 
Hour Mixer in the hotel’s ballroom.  At the mixer we locate 
the two dozen or so Desert Stars members and make our 
dinner plans for the evening while trading road stories with 
all the other participants.  The day’s been a long one, and 
tomorrow it’s an early morning, so after dinner we part and 
head to our rooms for a well-deserved night’s rest. 

On Sunday morning it’s back to the ballroom for a 
banquet breakfast with all the fixins’.  After everyone has 
had a chance to eat, it’s time for the raffle.  The 
British/European Auto Tour (BEAT) is famous for its raffle.  
You’re given tickets as part of your registration and the list 
of prizes is well over 60.  There’s everything from Jump 
Starters with Air Compressor and Auto Repair Tool Kits to 
Victoria’s Secret Gift Cards.  Also, awards are given for 
participants who have traveled the furthest for the Tour, 
favorite car, and don’t forget the “Best Sounding Exhaust.” 

Finally, it’s time to check out and head home.  Last year 
we were greeted with snow on our car on Sunday morning, 
and during the drive down the grade on I-17 it started 
snowing heavily, but this year the weather is beautiful. 

Does that sound like a fun filled weekend?  Well why not 
join us for the British/European Auto Tour (BEAT).  Join the 
rest of your Desert Stars friends on this April 22nd – 23rd 
weekend and make the Mercedes-Benz brand dominant 
among all the other British and European brands.  More 
information and registration can be found on the BEAT’S 
website at http://www.beataz.com.  There are also lots of 
pictures of past BEAT weekends.  Sign up today and give 
me a call at (623) 582-6694 to let us know to look for you. 

Rick Stacio 

PASSARELLI RESTORATION OPEN HOUSE 
Those attending the open house on Sunday, January 22, 
marveled at the beautiful restorations of 300SL Gullwings 

and Roadsters.  The food and drinks were great.  Thanks 
again to Mark and Terri for their hospitality. 

Dick Sharp 
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USave These Dates: 

 Concours in the Desert Saturday, April 1, 2006 
 Rally4Kids Sunday, April 2, 2006 
 British/European Auto Tour Weekend of April 22 – 23, 2006 
 Memorial Day Weekend Trip Weekend of May 26 – 29, 2006 

 Annual Business Meeting Sunday, June 4, 2006 
 Route 66 Auto Tour September 16 – 30, 2006 

 StarFest October 1 – 5, 2006 

Celebrate MBCA’s 50th Anniversary 
at a National Event in our backyard. 

Starfest 2006 in Las Vegas & Route 66,
Chicago , IL to Santa Monica Pier, CA. 

Visit our section website at 
HTUhttp://www.desertstarts.orgUTH

 

 

 

Keep your address updated with
the MBCA National  Business  Office  at

(800) 637-2360, or 
HTUhttp://mbca.org/mbca/addchange.htm UTH 

 

STARDUST Editor 
3344 W. Taro Lane 
Phoenix, AZ  85027-6157 
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