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National Driving Champs to Share Their Skills 
April 5 

Want to become a safer and more defensive driver?  Want your teenager 
to learn how to avoid accidents and drive more confidently?  Want to learn 
the real capabilities of your Mercedes-Benz?  Then join us on Saturday, 
April 5th for the MBCA’s Defensive Driving and Accident Avoidance 
Education Course. 
 
MBCA’s National Events Committee has agreed to send four-time MBCA 
National Driving Champions, Frank and Maryalice Cozza to put on a 
Defensive Driving Clinic for Desert Stars and Chaparral Section members 
and their families.  Frank, who is NEC Chairman and Great Lakes 
Regional Director, and his wife Maryalice, are perennial competitors in 
MBCA autocross and track events, and also volunteer their time to put on 
numerous defensive driving clinics annually. 
 
All MBCA members and immediate family are eligible and should take 
advantage of this rare opportunity to get in-car training on accident 
avoidance strategies, performing evasive maneuvers, and truly 
understanding the handling characteristics of their cars.  New and 
inexperienced drivers will especially benefit from this professional in-car 
instruction and hands-on closed course experience. 
 
Beginning at 8 am, we’ll meet at a restricted and marked circuit, 
protected from other traffic.  After some basic introduction, each driver will 
receive personal in-car instruction on the handling characteristics of their 
car, how to drive around potential trouble and then safely recover control 
of their vehicle.  Drivers will benefit most by bringing the vehicle they drive 
daily – Mercedes-Benz or otherwise.  
 
The cost is only $10 per driver and licensed drivers under 18 are free 
with a paying parent MBCA member.  We’ll bring the refreshments, and a 
box lunch is only $7 each.  [Lunch must be ordered in advance.] Following 
lunch, we’ll reconfigure the cones to let participants practice some of the 
maneuvers they’ve learned.  The day should wrap up by about 3 pm.  

Continued on page 2.  
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  President’s Message  

Well, we're about to embark on our 
second trip to Kartchner Caverns. 
Those of us who are going are really 
excited about it, too. This trip, like the 
last, promises to be really interesting.  
  
The rally around Benson, to the ghost 
town, and to Fort Huachuca gave us 
some fascinating lessons in Arizona 
history. The caverns themselves were 
well worth the trip; it was a privilege to 
be able to view such a wonder of 
nature. Even though that rallye was 
tough, members enjoyed their time 
and the scenery immensely. 
 
As we slide into the last part of the 
program year before our annual 
meeting, I'd like to point out that we 
have a few other great trips planned. 
We'll be heading to Monument Valley 
in May.  We're checking into some 
other fun activities around Phoenix 
also. If you haven't participated in one 
of our rallye gatherings or a social 

event, please join us soon. Our 
calendar of events can be found on the 
website www.desertstars.org. 
 
Your board of directors has been 
working tirelessly to find interesting 
events and welcomes any suggestions 
from the membership. This is not only 
a "car" club - we socialize too. We've 
noticed that most of our members 
really enjoy getting together over a 
good meal, and we wholeheartedly 
agree. Anyone who is curious about 
how much we appreciate good food 
should come and join us at our 
monthly board meeting, at Spinato's 
Pizza in Tempe! If you're interested in 
being a board member, be aware that 
you will have to eat real Chicago pizza 
on a monthly basis and laugh a 
lot...this is non-negotiable. 
 
Thank you to all the members who 
have so selflessly come forward to 
keep our club going (they work cheap--

see paragraph above). We're still 
looking for a newsletter editor, and we 
are willing to train the volunteer.  We 
just need someone who can put in the 
brief time to be trained, and then 
devote a few hours a month to insert 
the items in the newsletter template. 
We have a service that does the 
printing, addressing, folding and 
mailing. You can work at home to put it 
together, and e-mail the work to the 
printer. WILL SOMEONE PLEASE 
VOLUNTEER FOR THIS 
POSITION???  OK, enough of the 
pleading.  
 
I sincerely hope you will get involved in 
the enjoyable events we've worked 
enthusiastically to present. I for one 
am very happy that I became involved.  
Our members are a fine group of 
people to spend time with; give us a 
try! 
 
Dr. Valerie Olmsted, President

 
 

Welcome New Members 
 
December   
 Frank & Shari Davison 
 Len Beiser 
 Scott Franchini 
 Craig Irish 

 

 
January  
 Alex Canappa 
 Gary & Kathie Greene  
 Christopher & Caroline 
         Hoeye 
 Charles Johnston 
 Shahram Karimi 
 Noel Mecsey 
 Brian Rives 
 Richard Zimbardo 
 

 
February  
 Kent Burnett 
 John Dahlgren 
 William MacNaughton 
 Beatrice Mannino 
 
 

Defensive Driving Clinic, continued  
 
We urge you to take advantage of this 
opportunity to become a safer, more alert and 
aware driver.  Call now to reserve.  Only the 
first 32 participants can be accommodated due to 
limited availability of instructors and facilities. Call 
the event coordinator Chuck Stanford, Jr. today 
at 480-585-0786 for more information or visit 

www.desertstars.org to reserve your place at this 
exciting and educational event. Specific location 
[yet to be determined] will be posted on our web 
site or you can call. Event, facilities and 
instructors will be fully insured. 
 
The Registration form is on page 4. 
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East Valley Rallye 
 

The Best Just Got Better!! The rallye masters from hell put together a two-part rallye with 216 clue/ 
questions, plus finding 32 houses in one of the historical districts in Mesa.  Have you ever wished that the 
rallye masters would just lighten up?  To get right to the point, it was not easy. 
 
Exhilarating! Challenging! Fantastic! This rallye started at the New Chandler mall parking lot located at the 
101 freeway and Chandler Blvd.  From there the group ventured through the Williams Field Airport area, 
then on to a Water Ranch preserve, through a park and ended at the charming Gilbert Historical Museum 
that has so much interesting history about this precious town.  
 
Lunch was at Streamers, a blast from the past, cozy 
50’s soda shop and grill (too much delicious food) and 
very friendly service.  Off to ASU’s Research Park and 
then through the city of Mesa, getting out of the 
Mercedes to enjoy the wonderful multi-level Mesa 
Southwest Museum. Room after room of educational 
displays challenged participants.  With all of the 216 
clues dealt with, the group ended up doing a house 
hunt in the historical district of Mesa.  Finally dinner 
was enjoyed at the Landmark Restaurant in a 
charming private room.  The food was superb; these 
were the comments heard: 
 
“ The best broiled halibut I have ever eaten” 
“ The prime rib just melts in your mouth” 
“ The chicken marsala was to die for”  
 

 
Congratulations to the winners.  Eva and Chuck 
Stanford, for first place in the morning part of the 
rallye.  They selected a Mercedes Benz travel case 
for their prize.  Dick Sharp, Bunny Petersen and 
friends won the honors for the afternoon quest 
through the Mesa Southwest Museum and House 
hunt.  They choose the Mercedes Benz hazard 
light.  Bob Yoder and Elaine Petrick finished 
second in the morning rallye and opted for the car 
detailing courtesy of Phoenix Motors.  And finally, 
Dick Sharp, Bunny Petersen and friends snatched 
another prize for third place in the morning event, 
this time a Mercedes Benz lumbar pack.   
 
Believe it or not it was a very close race and 
definitely rewarding. 

 
For a photo gallery of the event visit our section website at www.desertstars.org.  We’ll be doing it again 
next year, so keep your calendars open and watch for the announcement in the Stardust newsletter and on 
our website. 
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WANTED 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Our club is eager to recruit a volunteer as our newsletter editor.  The club works with a company that will 
provide the printing, folding and mailing service.  The editor must have knowledge of, or be willing to learn a 
desktop publishing program. At the present time, we publish six newsletters [6 to 8-pages] a year.  The 
editor is not responsible for writing copy, just creatively organizing it into the newsletter. 
 
If you are willing to contribute to the club in this way, please contact Rick Stacio at his e-mail address 
rstacio@ fastq.com or call him at 623-582-6694. 

Changing Your Address 
Now you can change your address at the MBCA 
web site http://mbca.org/mbca/renew.cfm. You 
can also mail address changes to: 

MBCA 
1907 Lelaray Street 
Colorado Springs, CO 80909 
 

Please do not send your “Change of Address” to 
the newsletter editor.  The mailing list for the  
 

 
newsletter is an electronic document from MBCA 
nationally; we do not edit that document.  You 
may confirm that your address is correct by calling 
719.633.7427.  

Defensive Driving Clinic – April 5, 2003 
 

Name(s) of Drivers               
 
Phone #          E-mail         
 
Number of Driver Reservations        X  $10 =  $      [Teens and observers are free.] 
 
Number of Lunch Reservations        X  $ 7  =  $       [Must be ordered in advance.] 
 
Total amount of check  $       
 
Make check payable to “Desert Stars” and mail to:  

                                                                                         The Stanfords    
11405 East De La O Road    

                                                                 Scottsdale, AZ  85255-5709 
   

 
Other Events of Interest 

 
9th Annual Palm Springs Car Classic  
April 4 – 6, 2003 
Spectrum Auctions is looking for classic Benz cars for its 
upcoming Cruise-In and Concours d’Elegance.  Check 
the web site at:  
http://www.palmspringscarclassic.com The chief judge is 
Tom Hanson of the Orange County MBCA Section. 
 

Scottsdale Culinary Festival   
April 10 – 13, 2003   
 
Call 480.945.7193 or visit the web site at 
http://www.scottsdaleculinaryfestival.org   
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WHAT IF EVERYONE ATTENDED THIS EVENT? 
 
The date for our annual meeting has been set for 
Sunday, June 8, from 11:00 am to 2:00pm. 
 
We had such an enthusiastic response to the day 
rallye dinner at The Landmark in Mesa, we 
decided to hold this important meeting at the 
same location.  Please plan to attend this 
meeting.   
 
We will be planning our events for this fall and 
next year; we’d like input from you, our members. 
Where would you like to go?  What activities 
would you be interested in having your club 

organize?  Come with your suggestions to help us 
make this club a success! 
 
Fill out the reservation form with your choice of 
entrée and include your phone number and/or 
email address.  Dinners will include a garden 
salad, potato, seasonal vegetable, beverage and 
dessert. 
 
Please call Mindy Sharp at 480-661-1325 with 
any questions you have about this luncheon 
meeting.

 
ANNUAL MEETING – THE LANDMARK 

June 8, 2003 
 

Name(s)               
 
Phone #          E-mail         
 
Choice of Entrée: 
   
Mushroom Chicken #         Broiled Halibut #       Prime Rib #         
  
Number of Dinners     x $30  = $     
 
Make check payable to “Desert Stars” and mail to:  
 

Dick Sharp, Treasurer  11371 E. Cochise Drive  Scottsdale, AZ  85259-4930 
 
 

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND IN MONUMENT VALLEY 
 

We have two spaces left for the Monument Valley trip on 
Memorial Day weekend. Please refer to the last StarDust 
or our web site http://www.desertstars.org for more 

information.  The reservation form is on page 4.  If you 
have questions, please call Dick or Mindy Sharp at  
480-661-1325.

 
MONUMENT VALLEY MEMORIAL DAY FLING  - May 2003 

 
     NAMES                
 
     Phone #          E-mail        
  
     Number in Party     x $100/Person =  $      
 
     Reservations for:  Saturday (5/24)           Sunday (5/26)    
 
     Make check payable to Desert Stars and send to:             

          Dick Sharp 
11371 E. Cochise Drive 

Scottsdale, AZ 85259-4930 
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Upcoming Events: 
 

Defensive Driving Clinic     April 5, 2003 

Monument Valley Memorial Day Weekend Tour May 23 – 26, 2003 

Desert Stars Section Annual Meeting - Landmark June 8, 2003 

Havasupai Rallye        September or October 2003 

Holiday Party       December 7, 2003 

 
 
   

Want to become a safer and more 
defensive driver?  Want your teenager to 
learn to avoid accidents and drive more 
confidently?  Want to learn the real 
capabilities of your M-B?  See April 5th. 

 
   Check our web site… 
       http://www.desertstars.org  

  

  
 

“Fun with your friends and your Benz” 
 
 
 
 

 
STARDUST Editor 
13162 E. Jenan Drive 
Scottsdale  AZ  85259-3600 
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